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When All Else

~ Fails

by Dave Harrison, WGIBC
SCRA President

It is Sunday Afternoon. Field Day
2007 is now recent hiscory. I've

survived two days and two nights

camping out in “emergency” condi-
tions in a cloddy field in southeast Santa Rosa; on a cot in

. a tent, with no shower, and lots of dust and grime. This is

about as far from the normal amenities and comforts of
regular daily life as I want to venture. Yer, chrough it all,

~ we-who participated with SCRA’s Field Day came away wich

a tremendous sense of accomplishment and satisfaction.

. The ARRL-sponsored Field Day event demonserates to every

community across our vast country-that in'a real emesgency,
when all else fails, amateur radio operators are prepared to
step in and provide vital communications. Field Day shows
we know how to-assemble effective radio communicacions
stations in relatively inhospitable conditions, operate
those stations over a continuous twenty-four hour petiod
withourt relying on the local power grid, and effectively
exchange communications messages with as many other
field stations as possible across the land.

We are particularly proud of the fact that SCRAs “Ger On
The Air” station, operated by Technictan class licensees,
and lay people without licenses, (under the direct control
of an appropriately licensed control operator) logged over
200 contaces on 40 meter sideband, including late night
contacts with East Coast stations. ‘The new hams and
young people who operated our GOTA sration obrained
an invaluable insight into one of the key attractions of
amateur radio.

We have so many people to chank for our field day success.
I'd particulatly like to thank Brian, NGIIY for designing
and directing set up of our antenna systems. John, WBGFRZ
provided overall operational guidance and direction for our
scations (John had a well equipped portable electronics
repair facility in his immaculate large tent). John, KESRI
arranged for our location and sanitary facilities. Fred,
KQG6OB handled public information. Mike, KCOUNA
provided our Burma Shave signs lining the shoulder
approaches of Highway 12 which explained what we were
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doing in the plowed field. And, Joy, KIGAS] provided
excellent food preparation and food logistics services. Thanks
to all of our members who came out to our site and helped
out with setup, operations, and teardown. And finally, 2
very special chanks to Lee, KEGEAQ for providing SCRA
with a storage location for the SCRA field equipment (and
records, etc.). We hope to present a slide show of our
Field Day operations at the July 5th meeting.

June also marked the high point of our public service calen-
dar. SCRA provided extensive and effgctive communi-
cations support for the Terrible Two bicycle event. More
than one member told me that the “TT” was a great experi-
ence for handling and passing radio eraffic. Thanks to Craig,
K6XLT for heading up our public service activities. And
many thaoks to our members for participating in our
public service events, at the TT, and at others throughout
the year.

Our next meeting, Thursday, July 5th, will cover the basics
of secting up a simple high frequency station. We'll have
an imporeant vote concerning our bylaws and a motion to
repeal the existing SCRA constitution, effective when the
new Articles and Bylaws are in place. Hope to see you at
our July 5th meeting. '

Mike Polkinghorn, June Speaker
'Mikér Tolkingharn K62UD on left, dod Frad KD608 an right
Mike's lune program covered.the history and development of digifal
modes, including packet.and PSK-31.
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Tuesday Night Net

Remember to-check in to-the SCRA net each Twesday evening on the
147.315+(PL 88.5} repeater at 7:00 PM. Announcemenis are

mude:of upcoming SCRA and other amateur radio acfivities in the area
and what is fisted in Hank's Swop Shop. You will also hear the weekly
. Amateur Radio Newsline brondcast.
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SCRA Club Meetings 4 U
The club normally meets the first Wednesday of each
month. Exceptions are holidays or other big events. T4l
Next meeting is Thursday, July 5th at 7:00 PM at: 7-8 Wl
Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center 280
*2050 Yulupa Aveiiie Bl
Santa Rosa, CA -
u -

B il -
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- Contest Corner
by Kevia Ale K6BSG

Hello contesters. Hope everyone had fun ac Field Day. Pretey light
month contest wise o ler you recover. JARU DX and CQ VHF
contests are highlights. Happy DX'ing!

Conada Day Contest - (W/Phone, 160-2 meters.
Sea: www.0¢.co,/service /infocont.him.

- M1 QRP July 4th CW Sprint - 160-6 meters,

See: www.gsl.net/migrpclub.

- DL DX/RTTY Contest - RTTY/PSK, 80-10 metess.

See: www.dreg.de.

- Venezuelan Independence Day Contest - (W/5SB, 160-10 metars.

See: radioctubvenezolano.org /concurso.him.

- Qriginal QRP Contest - (W, 80-20 mefers.

See: www.qrpec.de.
DARC 10 Meter Digital "Corona” - RTTY/AMTOR /PACTOR/PSK31 /Clover.

See: www.dorc.de/referate /dx.

QRP ARCE Summer Homebrew Sprint - CW, 160-10 mefers.
See: www.qrpard.org.

FISTS Summer Sgrint - CW, 80-10 meters.

See: www.lisis.org.

1ARU HF World Championship - CW/Phone, 160-10 meters.
See: www.iaru.org/contesk. hitml.

14-15 Jul - Classic DX Confest - CW /Phone, 160-10 meters.
See: www.skyviewradio.net.
1516 Iyl - Colorado @S0 Party - Phone /(W /Digital, 160 meters — 78 m.
See: www.ppraa.org,/coqp.
2122 ful - Horth American RTTY QS0 Party - 80-10 meters.
See: www.ncjweb.com.
21-22 Jul - CQ WW VHF Contest - all modes, §-2 meters.
See: www.cqww-vhE.com.
21-22 Jul - DMC RTTY Contest - 80-10 meters.
See: www.digital-modes-club.org /dmecontest.hfm.
22 ful - CQC Great Colorado Gald Rush - (W, 20 meters only.
See: www.cqc.org/confests /qold2007 htm.
2829 Jul - RSGB Islands-On-The-Air Contest - (W/SSB, 80-10 meters.
See: www.rsghhfcc.org.
291ul - Flight of the Bumblebees - (W, 40-10 meters,
See: www.arsqip.com/ars/pages/bumblebess /bb_rules.himl.
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Al are welcpme!

Please join us at our next-meeting. Anyone interested
in Amateur Radio may be'eligible for membership. A

7

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.

Membership Application

Please Print C'éii:r]y

New [ 1 Renewal [. 1

membership application is included in this newslecter. Name _ Call Sign License Class Date
F information, contact any SCRA officer,
o mors nformacon, conac oy SCRA ofcr Adress  Phone Whhone
City/State Zip E-Mail

Hungry before the meeting?

Join us for dinner! We meet at Coco’s restaurant,

ARRL Member? Yes[ ] No| ]

1501 Farmers Lane (corner of Farmers & Hwy 12),
Santa Rosa. People start showing up at 5:30 PM.
No RSVP is required.

Dues & Fees:
individual / Associate Member

See you there every month except December. Family Membership $36 ($9.00/qr)

— Under 18 Membership $18 ($3.00/qtr)
. y . . Badge $10

If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section

news by e-mail and you are an ARRL member, be sure Badge Information

to subscribe under your Members Only information or I's:

go to these websites: C.ai Sign
i First Name
heep:/fwww.arrl.org/sections/?sect=SF City

herp:/fwww.pdattl.org/sfsec/

{SCRA dues year is 3/1/05 to 2/28/06)
$24 ($6.00/qir)

Payment Calculations: Make checks payable to SCRA

Dues - Full Year $
Dues -

Prorated __ Qis.x$__/gtr  $
Badge $
Other - $

$
3

Donation

Total
Mail to: SCRA, PO. Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402

LT

[REEFEFES
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AHMEIM I:A
(Near Dmneyland]

933 &. Eucld 5t., 92801
{m) 533-7373

800) 854-6046
Janst, XL7MF, Mgr.
anaheim@bameadio.com

Field Day 2007

Photos by David Hormisor W6IBC

BURBAKK; GA
1525 W, Magnal!a Blvd, 91506
g (818) 842-1786
B {880) 854-6046

Eric, KASIHT, Mgr.

Magnoia betvieon

5. Victory & Buena Vista
aak@lwadln guny

Anfennas are up! =

OAKLAND, CA

2210 leinushm Sk, 946(}6
Ssggsggﬁu?% R :

I\.'Iask)Wl?\‘N Mgr. . . S : . ime”’ WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION

1-880 at 231rd Ave. mmp
—sakl uafmmﬂdin com

SAH IHEEB -CA :
5375 Kearny\mla Rd,, §2123. ~
iBSB) 560-4900

860) 854-6046

Tom, KMSK, Mgs.

Hwy. 163 & Claremont Mesa
sandiego@hamradio.com

SUNNYVALE, €A
510 Lawrence Exp. #102, 94085
408) 736-94906
600) 854-6048
Howard, WEHOG, Mgr.
S0, from Hwy. 101

sunnyvale@hamradio.com - P et
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{Near Philadelphia) = 100W BF, 6M, 2M « 50W 700M
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The Burma Shave signs

SUNNYVALE, CA OAKLAND, CA

510 Lawrenca Exp. #102,94085 2210 Livingston St., 84606
408) 736-9496 §51 0) 534-5757

800) 854-6046 800) 854-6046

‘Seiting up the big tower and beam

Howard, WEHOC, Mgr. Mark, WI7YN, Mgr,
So. from Huy. 101 I-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp
sunnyvaie@hamradio.com oaklant@hamradio.com
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= § Watt out
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- ; = Alphanumeric disp
* The GOTA siation C DENVER, CO Low Pricing? : EC-706MKIIG _+rver sransveiver } - 0S5+ DCS bl
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306) 444-8476
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denver@hamradio.com

PHOENIX, AZ
1939 W, Dunlap Ave., 85021

f| Low Pricing!

gSOﬂ) T45-7373

602) 242-3515
800) 444-9476

i Gary, N7GJ, Mgi.
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ATLANTA, GA .
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aitantaGhamradio. com =+ Recelves 118-1300 mHz {cell hlacked) - Entanced > inch color TFT. wispeelrum scope. -

) » Ramote Head Inst. only (kit includad) . Mu?tf;%e DSP éo?ll:tmli:[ﬁ\&ﬂl{ toops :?gaw&agn?gt -‘Bﬁiﬂtjﬁa'}umenc e 9500 Baud
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Chuck, NTUG, Mgr, : : . omories . .
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- . Cail for Low Prtee' o : Bﬂﬂ_ﬂ_ﬂ_v_' Fﬂ_l' Low Pri_t:l_ng}_

E’OB) 543-1063

WB6TGI af Field Day '07

Teardown Sunday morning

KESRI.ﬁVt fhe ZOMSSB confrols |
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VE Exam Session Report
June 9, 2007

We hod a great VE exam session on Saturday, June 9, of the Blood Bank
of the Redwoods. There were 12 people that cume to fake iheir fests and

six VEs fo administer the fests. Everyone went away with something. Eight -

folks came in with no license or o pending license) and eamed either g
tech or general license. Four came in with  tech license and lft with
either o general or an extra license.

(ongratulations to those that earned their new fech and general licenses:

Elizabeth Lovin, KI6KIQ (6)
Jucqueline Lavin, KIGKIR (G)
Gurrick Hortt, KIBKNL ()
Don McPherson, KIGKNM (T)-
Seth Bromberg, KIGKNN (T)
Dale Green, KIGKNO (T}

Robert Janes, KI&KNP (T)
Joseph Gross, KIGKNQ (6)

And thanks to the following VEs for helping to administer these tests:
Sim Walden, WSES), John Breckenridge, WBAFRZ, Bill Hillendahl,
KH6GIY, Dave Harrison, W6IBC, and Bill Finkelstein, WB4JAD,
Thanks also to the Blood Bank of the Redwoods for the use of their
focifities. , I '

Our next VE Session will be in September, either on Sept 8th or Sept
15h. Check the SCRA website for the latest information,

13, Brian Toer, N6IIY
VE Liosion

July's SCRA Meeting

"lely's SCRA Meeting, to be held on THURSDAY July Sth will featire
SCRA President Dave Harrison W&IBC leading a discussion of how to
assemble a simple high frequency ham station with o actuel
demonstration. See you thers!" o

SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS, IHC.
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Pictures from the Terrible Two
Photos by Craig Gaevert KEXLT

“KF4S1A, Rich Freifus, and KIGCAU John Guardlign
at Worm Springs Dom

Dt
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CDS Enterprises CDS Wireless Inc,

£ Highspeed Internet - Commerclal Voice Mail -~ DISH TV

Steven Carniglia
President

Tell Free (Orders Only} 1-800-4-HALTED  1-sop-442-5833)

World Wide Web:.~ http://vwww. halted.com

3500 Ryder Sk o

Sonka Clara, CA 95051 408-732-1573

4837 Amber Ln.

Sccramento, CA 95841 916-338-2545 =
5681 Redwaod Dr, VISA

Rohnert Purk, CA 94928 707-585-7344

SHORT SKIP

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
Board of Directors Meeting, June 13, 2007 Minutes

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Sonoma
County Radio Amaceuss, Inc., held at Narsi's Hof Brau, Codding-
town Mall, Santa Rosa, was called to order at 6:45 PM on June
13, 2007. A quorum comprised Dave, W6IBC; Brian, K6IIY;
John, KESRY; and Pat, KGGJSL. Absent were Fred KQ60B and
Bob KG6ZDN. John WBGFRZ attended arid participated in the
Field Day discussion.

Old Business:

Minutes of the last Board of Directors Meeting were approved.
Repeater: John KESRI discussed the repeater coordination issue.
John and Dave agreed to make carefulsignal strength measure-
ments of the competing repeater seeking coordination and report

the resules to NARCC.

Bylaws: Pat KG6JSL reported on the progress of the Bylaws in
light of comments by one member, Bill KHG6G]JV. The board re-

- solved to appoint all committee‘chairs.” The dites will'be set by the

members at the annual meeting. The annual meeting will be the
November election meeting. The club and board of directors meet-
ing days and places to be set by resolution of the Boaed of Directors.
Par KGGJSL agreed to make these changes to the current drafe, A
formal motion will be prepared and presented ac che July 2007
membership meeting to repeal the club’s present constitution.
A'vote on the repeal will be held-at the Seprember 2007 meeting.
Toaster: Pat KGGJSL teported that he could store the Toaster at
his home for the foreseeable future. Pat continues ro make repairs
to this vehicle.

Field Day:  Final preparations were made. The setup crew will
meet at Lee Dibble’s home 2t 2PM on Friday June 22nd to-collect
necessaty-equipmentand iconduct:an équipment inventory. at-thar.
location:: We will need members to help with setupon Friday and
tear down on Sunday, ~The setup crew hopes to erect the rower
and triband beam on Friday, at a minimum. Equipment, power,
sanitary facilities, and food menus were approved:

New Business:

July 2007 meeting will be led by Dave, WGOIBC, and will cover
the basics of séiting up a simple high frequency ham radio station.
Also, the bylaws will be presented ar the July 2007 meeting for a
vote on adoption by the members.

Pacific Coast Air Museim Show, August 18,19, Brian, NGIIY,
lias submicted the application and we dre awaiting word from
PCAM regarding acceptance. The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM.

Respectfully submicted, ~ - ‘
Dave, W6IBC, President and Acting Secretary

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
Membership Meeting, June 6, 2007 Minutes

1. Call to Order - Presideat Dave W6IBC called the meeting to order
at 7:05-at the Luther Burbank Arts and Garden Center.

2. Program — Michgel Polkinghorn gave a stimulacing talk on dig-
ital radio. The firse digital radio started with CW. In the 1920
thete was Hellsereiber followed by RTTY in the 1940s. RTTY is
still a part of HAM contesting.  AMTOR ‘was in¢roduced in the -
1980’s. This was the first mode with error correction. This was
followed in the mid 1980’s with PACKET. This was the first mode
to send binaty files. This mode is still used for APRES and HF
spotting reporting. In che early 1990’ the first DPS systems were
introduced with PACTOR, Clovor and G-TOR. When sound cards
were incorporated into computers in the lace 1990%, PSK-31,

SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS, INC.

JULY 2007

PACTOR. H and LI (WINDLINK) were inttoduced. This was fol-
lowed by MT-63 and MPSK-16. Today there are several new levels
of signal processing including TROB, GISX25, DOMINO and
PSK-63. These new systems use special programs like WINLINK
(similar to the interner) WSJT (used to communicared via meteor
scarter), And APRS (Automated Position Reporting System). All
that is needed to use these new digital modes is a-compurer, and
interface (sound card, TNC), and a radio. In the future, 2ll radio
will be going digital. We now have digitel commeicial radio. We
also have D-STAR FM radio. Other digital modes include DIGIPAN
(SW) and Mix-W (also SW). Following the PowerPoint presentat-
ion, there was 2 a video demonstration of D-STAR and P3K-31.

3. Business Meeting
a. Sectetdry’s Report — The minutes from the May's meeting
were approved. -
b. Treasuter's Repore'— Brian NGIIY reported that membership
renewalsare still a licele behind. Repeacer — Joha KESRI report-
ed that 4 new repeater (KEGJTK) has applied for coordination on
our Frequency. Their PL is 131.8. Any member experiencing
intetference from this repeater should document it and send it
to John Felton. We have filed an ohjection to the coordination
of this repeater.
¢. Greg, AC6V], reported that the CONDOR. net is now avai-
lable in N. California via the repeater on Mc. Vaca on 223.84
with a PLof 141.3. Greg is also looking for people who would
be interested in a class on repeaters.
d. Public Service — Craig K6XLT indicated that additional
volunteers are needed for che Terrible Twos on June 16th. He
will also need volunteers for che Wave to Wine on Seprember
29-30. '
e. ARES - Fred Polkinghorn indicaced that ARES needs addit-
ional voluateers. It is very important for amateuss interested in
emeérgency service to sign up now in order to get their iD
badges and be trained. Minimum ctraining is 150 100, ISC 700
and ECOMM L.
£..VE Sessions - Brian NGITY announced chat a VE session was
conducted on Saturday June 9. Registration will starc ac 9AM.
Cost is $14.

4. Old Bussiness :
a. By-Laws — Dave WGIBC reported that the board has received
numerous comments tegarding che suggested changes vo the
By-Laws. One revision was o suggestion that club officers be
required to be club members in good standing for at least 12
month- before raking office: -The revised by laws suggested that
this requirement be waved for the two board members at large.
There was some discussion. Following the discussion. Bill KH6G]V
made a motion that all board members be club members in good
standing for a minimum of 12 monchs before taking off ice.
The motion was approved by the members present.
b. Comm. Van — The Comm. Van has been moved to Pat KG6JSL
home. Pat has made a number of needed improvemenes. The van
has noe been placed on the market and may be used for Field Day.
¢. Field Day — Dave W6IBC snnounced that Field Day will be
held on June 23-24 at the same location as was used last year near
Oakmont. Dave encouraged everyone to participate if they can,
d. Next Meecing — Because of the 4¢h of July, the nexe club
meeting will be held-on: Thursday, July 5.
g. Board Meeting - The next hoard meeting will be held on
June 13ch at Narsi's Restaurane. All members ate welcome to
attend. :
h. Net Control Ops — The following member volunteered to be
control ops for che club net; June 12 John, June 19 Bob, June
26 Kevin, July 3 Dave, July 10 Brian.
i. Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned ac 9:10 PM.



