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President’s Message
by
* . - Dave'Harrison, W6IBC
SCRA President

Greerings, and Flappy New Year!
It’s a rime when we announce our
best intentions, fond hopes, or un-
realistic expectations: aka New Year's
o resolutions. I have several: For sure,
I'm going to be'more involved with ham radio in 2007.
Hope to burnish my stale CW skills and use some Morse
Code on the ham airwaves this nexc year. Also I'll be
checking into more ARES and NTS nets than before. My
workbench has a number of interesting projects, and I will
be keeping my soldering iron warm (but I'm just beginning
to get used to using lead-free solder and surface-mount
components). I'malso going to try to complete Level 111,
the last segment of the ARRLs Emergency Communica-
tions series. If you have some time on your hands, and
you haven't tried one of these ARRL on-line courses yet, I
can tell you from personal experience that they are really
well chought out. For old fogies like me, on-line training
and education over the internet is a new experience, and a
satisfying one at that. I hope you will resolve to focus on
an aspect of ham radio to increase your activity and/or
hone your skills in some way that brings you enjoyment
and personal satisfaction from this wonderful hobby.

With the New Year also arrives a new leadership team and
Board of Directors at SCRA. In 2007 we plan to present a
wide variety of interesting subjects at our monthly meet-
ings, and conduct a number of field activities and social
events, including and beyond Field Day and the second
annual Fox Hunt, that we hope will engage you and
reward your participation.

Our firse 2007 club meeting will feature a presentation
explaining “IRLP” a k.a. Internet-Radio Linking Project.
Jeff, KKGJAB, and Rich, KFGSZA, have collaborated to
add IRLP capability to the KF6SZA 440 MHz repeater..
This should be an exciting presentation, and we hope to
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see all of you at the meeting.
Looking back, I want to thank John, KE3RI, and his board

of directors, for the excellent stewardship of our club over

the last two years, particularly in connection with solving
the problem regarding repeater coordination. Looking
forward, your continued and (hopefully) increased level of
participation in SCRA is 4 goal I'm going to be working
very hard to foster. Please share your ideas with us concern-
ing activities you'd like SCRA to undertake in 2007. Let's
have some fun together. Again, Happy New Year; please
get on the air; ad, we’ll “see you down the logbook™.

73, Dave Harrison, W6IBC
SCRA President

Janvary Meeting Announcement:
IRLP
Do you know what "RLP* stands for? 1t means the “Infemet-Radio Linking Project”, and
we'te going fo lsor more about ihis exciting new technology af our January 3rd, 2007

meeting. Jeff, KK6JAB, and Rich, KF6SZA, hove colluborated to instalt IRLP on ihe KF6SZA
440 MHz repeater.

The IRLP wses & Voice-OverIP {VolP) sheoming safrwre called Speck Freely. Speak Fregly
is vary simild to offier YoIP soffware packages (such os Microsoft NetMezting and Vocallec
Iphane) with one difference... It runs under Linux. If you'd fike 1o leam more before our

next meating, check out their website ot www.irlp.net.

So, mark your {new) calendars, and plan to atiend. in the meemwhile hoapy Holideys and
Hew Year. See you ot our meeting in fonvary.

VE Session Report
December %, 2006

SCRA spansored & VE session on December 9 at the Blood Bank of the Redwoods. We
hed 7 condidotes and & volunteer exominers. Fven o hrief power oufoge did nol hamper
the results. Three candidates earned their technicion class licenses. Congratulutions fo
Eddie Alexandsr- KU6HBC, Roberf Cese, XIGHBD, and Darie] Byer, KIGHBE: Two more,
Larry Lewis, KIGGWM, ond Luther Winters, KI6GIM, upgroded to General. One condidate,
Jomes Page, KIGGON, eamed element for the Generel class written element.

My thanks to the YEs that helped with this session: John Breckearidge, WBGFRI, Jeft
r[vl‘figlhum, K648, Bill Hiflendahi, KHAGLY, Jim Walden, WAESI, ond Dave Harrison,
BL.

Sincerely, Brion Torr, NARY, VE Ligison
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2007 Club Officers

President Bave Harrison ~ W6IBC

Vice President

Secretury Fred Polkinghora KQ60B

Trewsorer Brion Tory NOllY- 707 575-5871
Director Bob Arthur KGHZDN

Director Pat Coyle KGEJSL.

Pust President John Felton KESRI 707 539-5831
Public Service

Chofrman

Repeater Chairmon

Short Skip & Web Staff

Editor . - ~ VickiCero. . KFBZCT 415 279-3859
Honk's Swap Shop ~ Jeff Bushom  KKEJAB 707 542-3860
Web Master Bob Arthur KG6ZDN

Contacts
Antenna Ordinonce/Legad - Lee Dibble KEGEAQ 707 544-1675

Public Relations- Bill McCall WeWDM 707 538-2844
Peblic Relations Jeft Bosham KK6JAB 707 542-3860
Refreshmenis Fred Polkinghorn KQ608

Voluateer Exam Ligison BrionTorr - - N6HY. . 707.575-587}
ARRL DXC(/WAS Myr  ChuckTernes  K6OJ 707 763-2528
SCRA Hoﬂme 707 5719-9608

SCRA E-Muit stro@sonomacountyradioamateurs.com
SCRA Web Site htip://www.sonomacountyradioumateurs.com

SCRA Club Meetings

The club normally meets the first Wednesday of each
‘month. Exceptions are holidays or other big events.

Nexe meeting is Wednesday, January 3rd at 7:00 PM at:

Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center
2050 Yulupa Avenue
Santa Rosa, CA
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Contest Corner
by Kevin Alt K6BSG

Hello contesters. I hope that everyone had 2 great holiday break.

Time to get:back to contesting! Big 160 meter contests and
Winter Field Day this monch. Anyone up for operating in the
mud? Happy DX'ing!
31 Dec- Jan - ARRL Straight Key Night - CW, oll bands.

See: htip://www.ard.org/contests /rules /2007 /skn.htmi.
Lon - New Years Snowhall Contest - (W /SSB, 80 metess.

See: www.qst.net/euleu/index_ehim.
1Jon - SARTG Hew Year RTTY Contes - 60-40 meters.

See: www.sartg.com /contest/nyrules.him.

1lon - AGCW Happy New Yeor Contest - W, 8020 meters. See: www.agcw.de.

67 Jan - ARRL RFTY Roundup - 80-10 meters.
See: hitp:/ /www.onl.org/confests/roles /2007 /rity. html
&7 fan - EUCW 160 Mater Contest - (W. .
See: www.uﬁ.nei/urhclas.php?Ing—fr&pg:??.
Tl - Kid's Day - Phone, 20-2 meters.
See: hitp://www.arrlorg/FandES/ead d-rules. htm,
7lm - DARC10 Meter Contest - (W /SSB:
See: www.dorc.de/referate/dx /fedez.him.
13 Jon - 070 PSKFest - 80-10m.
See: www.podss.com/himl/pskfest himl.
13-14 Jan - Noxth American GSO Party - CW, 160-10 meters,
See: www.ncjweb.com/nagprules. php.
13-14 Jan - Winter Field Day - olf modes, 160-10 maters,
See: www.spar-homs.org/contests /winterfd /index.php.
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- Midwinter Contest - CW /558, 80-10-meters.

See: www.gsk.net /pidylc/Engels /midwinter%20contest. him.
Hunting Lions in the Air - (W/SS8, 80-10 meters.

See: www.sail.org.za/public/contests /contestrules.asp.
NAQCC Monthly Straight Key Sprint - (W, 80-20 mefers.
Sea: www.arm-ek.nef /~ yoel.

- LZ Open Chempionship - (W, 80-40 meters.

See: www.linkove.com /iz-open-coniest/rules /rules.him.

- International United Teenager Contest - CW/SSB, 80-10 meters,

See: www.sk3bg.se/contest/utcont.him.

North American QS0 Party - 558, 160-10 meters.

See: www.ncjweb.com /nogprules.php.

HA DX Contest - (W /SSB, 160-10 maters. See: www.mrasz.hu.

- UK DX RTTY (ontest - BO-T0 maters, See; www.ukdx.scothom.net.
2021 lan -

ARRL January VHF Sweepstakes - ail modes, 6 mefers and up.
See: http:/ /www.aril.org/contests /rules /2007 /jon-vhf-ss.htmi.
NAQCC Special 160 Meters Straight Key Sprint - CW, 160 meters.
See: www.om-ek.net/-yoel.

- (8 WW 160 Meter Contest - CW.

See: www.cq-omateur-radio.com/index.himl.

BARTG RTTY Sprint - 80-10-mefers. See: www.hartg.demon.ca.uk.

REF French Confest - (W, 80-10 meters. See: www.ref-union.ory /concours.
UBA Contest - 558, 80-10 meters. See; www.uba.be.

Classic Exchange - AM/SSB, 1602 maters.

See: htip://sl.asti.com/CX. g
I'd

Tuesday Night Net

- Remember fa check in 1o the SCRA net each Tuesday evening on the

- 147.315:+(PL 88.5) repeater at.7:00- PM.. Aniiouncements are
made of vpcoming SCRA and other amateur radio activities in the area
and what is listed in Hunk's Swap Shop. You will ulsu heor the weekly
. Amafeur Radio-Newsline broadcast,

Short Skip Advertising Rates

$12 per month
$13 per monih
$4 " per month

Business Cards

1st Quarier Column

Each Additional ﬂuuner Columa
Full page {one side) $35 per monih
Pre-prinfed inserts [each} $35 per month

For more informafion, Contact the Editor

Short Skip is published sorthly did copyright 2007 by the Seaoma County Radio Amateurs, fne.
Permitssion o reprint arlides is greated providud the source & properly credited.
tems printed do not necesserily reprasent the views of the STRA ot its editors. Lettars, photos and
urfickes sent to Short Skip ure subjact to edifing and may-or may not be printed.

All are welcome!

Please join us at our next meering. Anyone interested
in Amateur Radio may be eligible for membership. A
membership application is incloded in this newsletter.

. For more information, contact any SCRA officer,
director or. member,

Hungry b,eforé' the meeting?

Join us for dinner! We meet at Coco’s restaurant,
1501 Farmers Lane (corner of Farmers & Hwy 12),
Santa Rosa. People start showing up at 5:30 PM.
No RSVP is required.

See you there every month except December.

If you are not getting the ARRL San Francisco Section

news by e-mail and you are an ARRL member, be sure

to subscribe under your Members Only information or
go to these websites: - :

hetp:/fwww.arel.org/sections/ ?sect=SF
http://www.pdarrl.org/sfsec/

Please Print Cieqr[y

$Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
Membership Application

New [ ] Renewdal [ ]

Name Call Sign License Class Date
Address H Phone W Phone
City/State Zip E-Mail

ARRL Member? Yes| 1 No| ]

Dues & Fees: {SCRA dues year is 3/1/05 to 2/28/06}

Individual / Associate Member ~ $24 {36. 00/qtr}
Family Membership $36 ($9. 00/ gtr)
Under 18 Membership $18 ($3. OO/qfr)
Badge §10

Badge Information

Call Sign
First Name

City

Payment Calculations: make checks payable o SCRA
Dues - Full Year $

Dues -

Prorated ___Qits.x $___/qtr

Badge
Other -

Donation

Total
Mail to:

$
$
$
$
$

SCRA, P.O. Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402

I
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Morse Code Decision
Sung to the tune of “Mr. Ed"
A Morse is a Morse, of course, of course,
And no one can talk with Morse of course,

That is, of course, uniess the course is taught
by A-R-R-L.

Go right to the source and ask about Morse,
We'll give you a program that you'll endorse,
You'll always stay on a steady course,
com‘am‘ A-R-R-l.

Phone ops yakkity yak 2 streak and waste
your fime of day,

But Morse operators will never “speak” unless
they have something to say

A ham is a ham, of course, of course,

And some will talk ‘til their "voice" is hoarse;
Would you rather sound like a horse’s a--?

Well why not learn this; "dot-dit-dit-dit-dash"

A gem from Joe Shea,
of the HQ's Production staff
via Rich Freitas KF6SZA

SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS. INC.
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Toﬂ Free (Orders Only) 1-800-4-HALTED  (v-500-242- 5633
World Wide Web:  hitp://www.halled com

3500 Ryder St.
Santa Clara, CA 2505}

4837 Amber In.
Sacramenta, CA 95841

5681 Redwood Dr.
Rohnert Park, CA 94928

408-732-1573
916-338-2545
707-585 7344

CDS Enterprises CDS Wireless Inc.

g Highspeed Internet — Commercial Voice Mail - DISH TV

.Steven Carniglia
i President

ax:
steve@o d51 net
www.cds1net §

CHARLES J. TARR
ot Law

REPRESENTING CONSUMERS AHD SMALL BUSINESSES,
INJURED PEOPLE AND THOBE ACCUSED OF CRIME

41l RUSSELL AVENUE
SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA 25403
{(707) SA46-5858
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Untramed Third
Party Traffic

by Rich Freitas KFOSZA
Sonoma County ARES
District Emergency Coordinator

The following is an excerpt from
an article by Dave Thorne, K6SOJ,
editor of EmComm Monthly.

Sooner ot later, every emcomm operator will find them-
selves in a position where they need to handle a piece of
third-party traffic from an operator that is unfamiliar -

with the proper procedures. It may be on voice or CW,

or you may be monitoring a calling or watch frequency,
or just tuning across the band and hear a station asking

for anyone to respond and accept a message. The calling
station may be foreign or within your own country and

language differences and/or accents may make commun-
ication difficult. If you respond and make contact, here
are a few tips that may be of value:

1. If-this happens during a‘net, it is bettet if the NCS-.
asks for an operator (that can hiear the calling station) to
volunteer to move to another frequency and handle the
traffic. REMEMBER: The station thdt is to RECEIVE
the traffic is the one who picks the exact frequency and
calls the station that has the traffic tosend.

2. You will need plefnty, of patience. An untrained oper-
ator may not use 1TU phonetics and prowords (if on
voice), or standard. Q signals and prosigns (if on CW).
3. If you decide to accept the traffic, avoid making any
on~the-air criticism of their lack of knowledge and pre-
paredness.

4. Consider it to be a learning experience for them and
a teaching experience for yourself.

After you have established contact and both stations
have identified and given their location, make sure that
the other station’s country is on the approved list for
third party traffic. If it is an EMERGENCY message
...do not waste time with this! Ask the calling operator
the name, the complete address, and the telephone num-
ber (if available) of the addressee; be sure you get it cor-
rect. Have the sending operator say what the message
is; you may have to help to compose or format it. This
is no different from what a counter person does, except
you are doing it over the air. Then, verbally obtain the
signature and, if a reply is requested, you must obtain
the signer’s address or other means of contact.

SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATELRS, ENC.

JANUARY 2007

Of utmost importance is the correct establishment of
the PREAMBLE.

1. In these situations YOU then become the originating

station since you are the first station to format and trans-
mit the message as a RADIOGRAM.

2. Assign the message a number per your normal
procedure.

3. Assign the message a precedence (Routine, Welfare,
Priority, or EMERGENCY).

4. Assign handling instructions (HX) if appropriate.

5. Your call sign (o the station where you are operating)
is the station of origin. . _

6. Complete the “word” count and fill in the check.

7. Fill in time if appropriate. UTC (ZULU) is recom-
mended. This is tricky because the time of origin (when
you accepted the message) may be somewhat later than
the time the message was actually originated. If the
message has some time specific requirement, consider
stating that clearly in the text.

8. Fill in the date. Again, UTC (ZULU) is recommended;
it must match the time. '

Make sure chat the message correctly states what is to
be said. Read (or send) it all back if necessary. Again
... you have assumed the role of a counter person.
Finally, ask the other operator if there is anything else
you can do to help and reassure them that you will
forward the-message: Consider making a schedulein a
day or two in case a service message is needed.

On phone you will hear all sorts of “phonetics”. Some
may be easy to understand ... othets may be confusing.
Some "bogus phonetics” may be nearly standard (ITU)
phonetics (e.g. — “"FOX” is commonly used in place of
FOXTROT, but FOX is a “soft” sound that could easily
be mistaken another word). Another common example
is that KILOWATT is often used impropetly for the pro-
per KILO. I once heard a ham say, “I don’t have time to
learn all these new phonetics!” Excuse me...the current
1TU RADIOTELEPHONE PHONETICS were adopted
as the INTERNATIONAL STANDARD in 1956! That’s
50 years ago! How long should it take to learn rwenty-
$ix words?

The ARES net meets on Mondays at 7:30 pm on the SCRA
repeater on 147.315MHz, - offset, 88.5PL.
Members and guests are invited to check in anytime.

SHORT SKIP S0NOMA COU

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
Board of Directors Meeting, December 13, 2006 Minutes

Board Members Presenr: John Felton, KE5RI: Kevin, K6BSG;
Rich Preitas, KF6SZA; Fred, KQGOB ; and Brian, NGITY. Jeff,
KKGJAB, was absenc. Also present: Presidenc-Elect, Dave,
W6IBC, and Directors-Elect, Bob, KGGZDN, and Pat, KG6]JSL. .

1. Call to Order; Verification of Quorum — The meeting was called
to order by President John Felton, KESRIE, at 7:20 pm. The meet-
ing was held at President-Elect Dave Harrison's home. A quor-
um was present in that five voting board members were present.

2. Approval of Minutes — It was moved by Kevin, K6BSG, that

the minures of the previous Board Meeting as printed in Short
Skip be approved. The motion passed.
. Officer and Director Reports
a. President — John, KE5RI, - No report. .
b. Vice President — Kevin, K6BSG, - No report.
¢. Secrerary — Rich, KF6SZA, - No report.
d. Treasutet — Brian, N6IIY, reported bank balances. It was
motioned by Brian, N6I1Y, chat we pay current bills; the
motion passed.
e. Directors —
i) Fred, KQG6OB, -« No report.
i) Jeff, KK6JAB, - Absent, no repoit.

4. Committee Reports
a. Activities — No report.

b. ARES — Rich, KF6SZA, reporeed on the status of the
antenna pole at Red Cross. - Rich, KF65ZA, agreed to continue
as the BaD-ARES Comimittee chairman,

c. Newsletter - No repore. There was continued discussion
regarding the challenge of producing a quality email version of
the newsletter.

d. Public Service — There was- discussion regarding the
participation in the memorial bike ride for Kathy Hiebel.

€. VE Session — No report.

f. Repeater — Net Conrrol Operators = 1/02: Fred, KQ60B;
1/09: Brizn, N6OILY; 1/16: John, KESRI; 1/23: Dave, WG6IBC,
1/30: Kevin, K6BSG. John, KESRI mencioned that there
appear 1o be some receiver problems on 2M ar English Hill.
John, KE5RI, agreed to continue as Repeater Chairman.

5. Unfinished Business —

a. The inventory is still not completed. Fred, KQ6OB,
voluniteered to help.

b. Comm Van - Thete was discussion regarding what to do with
the vehicle compared to our needs, uses, etc., and che fact that
emcomm needs have changed. The BoD will estimate the costs to

Lo

complete and maintain the vehicle before any decisions are made.

6. New Business -
a. Audit — There has not been a formal financial audit in o few
years; Brian, NGITY, and Par, KG6JSL, will prepare an audic.
b. Website — Jeff, KK6JAB, who has been the webmaster for
the past years, will be working out of the area. Bob, KG6ZDN,
volunteered to be the new webmaster.
¢. There was general discussion regarding the logistics of
holding the membership meetings and topics for the npcoming
BoD planning retreat.

7. Adjournment — It was moved by pat, KG6JSL, to adjourn the
meeting at 9:02 pm. The motion passed.
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Recent FCC Amateur Radio
Rules Changes

from ARRL sources
via Dave Harrison, W6IBC

The FCC has announced it will modify the Amateur Radio
Service rules, eliminating Morse code exam requirements. This
change is said to bring the United States into conformance with

- 2 worldwide policy to eliminate Morse Code proficiency as a
condition of amateur radio operation on the high frequency

bands. ‘This policy was adopted by the World Radio Conference

“at its 2003 meeting. -

Upon implementarion presently expected sometime in Janvary
or February, 2007, the rule changes will grant limited HF
operating privileges to Technician licensees on 80, 40, 15, and
10 meters.

The ARRL believes eliminating the Morse Code examination
element is “a great opportunity to encourage Technician licens-
ees to upgrade.” Once the new rules take effect, Technicians
can upgrade to General by passing the Element 3 written exam
and to Amateur Excra by also passing che Element 4 written
exam. No Morse code tese will be required.

Inn the meanwhile on December 15, 2006, FCC rules changing
high frequency mode allocations took effece. The Amateur
Radio phone band changes affect only the 80/75, 40 and 15-
meter bands.

On 75 meters, Generals may operate on phone from 3800 to
4000 kHz -- an increase of 50 kHz, Advanced class licensees
from 3700 to 4000 kHz -- an inicrease of 75 kHz, and Amaceur
Extras from 3600 to 4000 kHz -- a substantial increase of 150
kHz. i :

On 40 merers, the Advanced and Extra class phone band spans
7125 vo 7300 kHz -- an' increase of 25 kHz, while Generals
now may operate phone from 7175 to 7300 kHz -- an increase
of 50 kHz.

‘On 15 meters, Generals now have phone privileges from

21,275 to 21,450 kHz -- an increase of 25 kHz.

In addition, Novice and Tech Plus (Technician with Element 1
credit) licensees now may operace in the former General class
CW allocations on 80, 40 and 15 meters. Novice/Tech Plus
licensees still may run no more than 200 W PEP on chose HF
CW segments, bur the FCC did away with similar power
limirations on HF segments for higher-class licensees, with the
exception of the 200 W PEP power limitation already in place
on 30 meters and the 50 W ERP restriction on 60 meters.



