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XEUA Have you ever wondered
W WHAT IF?

The following article was written by
Randy Long, WOAVYV, although I
bave done some simple editing. I think
it is well worth considering — Rich
Freitas KFOSZA, Sonoma County DEC

Have you ever wondered what if ARES ceased co function
as it has? Have you ever wondered how things would
work if there was never training? Have you ever wonder-
ed what you would do if you tried to ger through in an
emergency and no one could hear you? Have you ever
wondered how you would feel if one of your family
members died of an injury because you hadn't tested
your portable antenna and had no other means of commun-
-ication and it didn’t work? Have you ever wondered
what it would be like to be the EC of your group, know
that there were people whose skills needed help, offer that
help, only to have them respond “We’'ll be fine ... we
always get it done in the emergencies”? Have you ever
wondered how well your favorite foothall team would do
if they only practiced their skills as much as you practice
your emergency operating skills?

Life is full of choices and opportunities. We have choices
as to what we consider important to us; setring priorities
is something we do every day, consciously or uniconsciously.
Where we live, whar kind of house we live in, who lives
with us. How important those people are to us-can be
determined in many cases in how we spend our time.
Planning ahead and making sure we take appropriate
precautions to protect ourselves and those we care about
1s certainly one way we demonstrate this. An example of
one choice we might make is when you decide to buy a
house, would you buy one built on solid rock or would
you prefer one buile on sand from a river bottom? Would
you prefer to plan zhead and have food in your shelves at
home or have to scramble every time you wanted some-
thing to eat? Would you rather know what you nee to
know and be comfortable with it or would you rather
always be trying to catch up?

Amateur Radio as we all know is-a hobby. It’s a hobby
that has many uses...one of which is emergency commun-
ications. Even though it is but one facet of life, it can
be important to us, our families, and our communities,
If you were on the receiving end of services provided by
an ARES group, would you think you were being served
by the brightest and the best if you encountered someone
with less than proficient skills? Would you trust your
family’s well being and care with someone who had less
than practiced skills? I am guessing not. I am betting
that 'you wanr the very best trained, very best equipped,
and very highest level of proﬁc:ency person watching
out for them and you!

Whether you ate an old hand who had “been thete, done
that” or the newest ham in the hobby, I am sure you would

admit that you can still learn from training. Have you
ever wondered what your ARES group would function
like if you were the best trained and equipped ham in
the group? Have you ever wondered how much more you
might be able to offer if you had better training or skills?
Have you ever wondered how much better things might
function if people in your group practiced more together
or became more familiar with their equipment? Have you
ever wondered how not participating in nets, exercises
or training might influence someone else’s participation?
Have yon ever wondered who some people use as an
example for what they will do? Are you being the best
example you can be? Have you ever wondered what
ARES or amateur radio in general would be like if there
were o good examples?

We all have a responsibility to make good decisions.
Making good decisions affects us directly, our families,
friends and communities. We can choose to do every-
thing half-hearted and “ger.it-done” or we can choose to
be the best at what we do. Take some pride in how we
conduct ourselves as individuals and as a team. We can
choose to show curseives, our families and otur commun-
ities that we are the best at what we do, even though the
only compensation is the feeling of being proud of our
accomplishments in helping others.

Where do you stand? Is your craining the best it can be?
Is your equipment always at its peak in terms of prepared-
ness for an emetgency? Do you have better ways to teach
something that might benefit others in ARES? How
involved and committed are you to being the best you
can be? No one but you can answer any of these questions,
but certainly as sure as you made the choices you have
made, you know the answers.. What will you do from
here? Think about it and decide what kind of operator
you will become.

The ARES net meets on Mafzdays at 7: 30 pmon 147.315 MHz, +
offset; 88.5 PL: Al members and guests are invited to check-in.

-Sufet Fair
by Rich Freitos KFeSZA ond Bil H|||enr!ﬂhl KHOGIV

On Saturday, April 22nd, members of Sonoma County ARES participated in the
Safety Fair puton by the City of Santy Rosa: Held ot Ol Courthause Square, the
gvent was part of @ week fong commemaeration of the 100th anniversary of the
1904 earthqueke that devostated downtown Sonto Rose.

Section Mannger /Section Emergency Coardinator Bill Hillendahl KH66JV, Soroma
{ounty District Emergency Coordinater Rich Freitas KF6SZA, Public Information
Officer Jeff Bosham KKAIAR, Brian Torr N6IIY, Kevin Alt K6RBSG, ond Pat Covle
XG641SL nssembled and monned the display beath. The booth included a video
on Amgteur Rodio prticipation in emergencies and literature on the service.
Briun brought afong one of his NVIS entenna designs that was used by the HF
station in the booth. Pat odded o 1955 Zenith emergency rodio and o modern
cronk-ug radio fo the display.

Fair poriicipants were:also freated to exhibits by Red Cross, Salvation Amy, Sonn

Rosa Fire ond Police, Blood Bank of the Redwoods, the Sonama County Sheriffs
(consinyed an page 5)

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc,
Board of Directors Meeting, April 12, 2006 Minutes

Board Members Presenc: John Felton, KESRI; Rich Freiras, KF6SZA;
Brian Torr, NOIIY; Fred Polkinghorn, KQ60B; Jeff Basham, KKGJAB.
Kevin Alr, K6BSG was absent.

Guests Presenc: None.

1. Call to Order; Verification of Quorum —~ The meeting was called to
order by President John Felton, KESRI, ar 6:40 pm. The meeting
was held at John Felton's home. A quorum was present in char all
but one voting board ‘members were present,

2. Approval of Minutes — It was moved by Fred, KQG60B, thar rthe
minutes of the previous Board Meeting as printed in Shorr Skip be
approved. The motion passed.

3. Officer and Director Reports
a. President — Joha, KE5RI, - No report.

b. Vice President — Kevin, K6BSG, - Absent, No report.

c. Secretary - Rich, KF6SZA, - No reporrt.

d. Treasurer - Brian, NGHY, stated thar dues are seill coming in. He
will submic forms to the Secretary of State as required.

e. Directars -
1) Fred, KQ60B, - No repore.
ii) Jeff, KKGJAB, - Absent, no report.

4. Comanittee Reports

&, ARES - Rich, KF6SZA, reported that he and Bill, KH6G]JV, had
conduceed a NIMS training session for Sonoma Coanty VOAD.
EmComm West will be held the first weekend in May in Reno, NV.

b. Activities - No repore.

. Newsletter — Discussion was held regarding the logistics of
printing and mailing the newsletzers, Poll resules for email
distribution aré still coming in.

d. Public Service - No report.

e. Repeater —

i) NARCC Meeting - John, KE5RI, reporced thar he had actended
rhe recent NARCC meeting. There was discussion regarding UHF
band crowding and the furure porential of re-farming the frequencies.
i) SCRA will be urilizing 147.315 MHz, + offset, 88.5 PL, us 2 2
Meter test frequency.
iit) Net Contral Operators: 4/18 - Fred, KQ60B,; 4/25 - Craig, -
K6XET, 5/2 - 222; 5/9 — John, KE5RT; 5/16 — Fred, KQG60B; 5/23 —~
Brian, N6IIY; 5/30 - Jeff, KKGJAB.

5. Unfinished Business -

a. Programs — The May Membership Meeting will be a Field Day
presentation.

b. laventory still needs to be done. Kevin, K6BSG, stated it will be
done in May.

c. Emailing of Shore Skip ts still pending transferring of the files to
pdf formar.

d. The potenrial need.for 2 Membership Chairman was further discussed. .

. New Business — Néne -
. Adjournment - It was moved by Jeff, KK6]JAB, o adjouen the -
meecing & 8:17 pm. . The motion passed.

-l

Bi Hillendoh] KHEGIY & Rich Freitos KFASTA

Deporiment, and mony other arganizations that help aut in times of need. The hit
of the event wos o series of demonstrations by local FEMA-rained search dogs. A
hlghhghr of the day was the sight of o firefighter descending on o line from

3eff Basham KKEME

the roof of the Rusenherg Building with his service dog, Recon.

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
Membership Meeting, April 6, 2006 Minutes

1. Call to Order; Verification of Quorum ~ The meeting was called to order
by President John Felton, KESRI, at 7:15 pm at the Luther Burbank
Artsand Garden Center. Al board members were in attendance.

a. Introducrions
i} Officers & Directors ~President, John, KESR], introduced
officers and directors.
‘ii) Visitors — Jeff Curris
iii) Program Introduction — Boar Anchor and Home Brew Nighe,
iv} New Calls and Upgrades — Noae.
2. Approval of Minutes — It was moved by Bob, WD6DPE, and seconded
by Bob, KG6ZDN, to approve the minutes of the last membership
meeting as published in Short Skip. The motion passed.
3. Officer and Director Reports
a. President = John, KESRI, - The batrety disposal box was broughr to
the meeting.

b. Vice Presidenr ~ Kevin, K6BSG, - Contest Report.

c. Secretary —Rich, KFGSZA, - Reporred on starus of the newslerrer
email efforc. e .

d. Treasurer — Brian, N6IIY, reported bank balances and mentioned
that dues need to be paid.

e. Directors =
1) Fred, KQ60B, - No repart. -
ii) Jeff, KK6JAB, - Reported on his erip to Las Vegas for che “Baker
to Vegas” event — a foot relay race ofabour 150 miles.
4. Comimittee Reports
a. ARES — Rich, KFGSZA, - The upcomxng EmCommWest in Reno,
NV on May 5ch and 6th and the Santa Rosa Safecy Fair on April
22nd were discussed.

b. Mobile Comm Van — Rich, KFGSZA, - Die ta the enrrent weather
sitnation there is no activity.

¢. Activities — Open commiteee, no report.

d. Newslercer -— Thanks was expressed co Vicki, KF6ZCT, for her
continued cfforrs.

¢. Public Service - Craig, KG6THE, presented a list of upcoming
events: 4/29 — MS Walkathon;-5/6 — Wine Country Century; 5/13 -
Human Race. Sign-up sheets were available,

- f. VE Liaison — Brian, N6ITY, - The nexe VE session is scheduied for

April 20ch ac 9:00 am, Blood Bank of che Redwoods.

g. Repeaters
1) Operations — All repeaters are working,
ii} Net Control Operators — 4/11: Brian, N6IIY; 4/18: Fred,
KQ60B; 4/25: Craig, K6XLT, 5/2 — Dave, W6IBC.
iii) John, KE3R], reported his atcendance at the NARCC meeting.
New officers were elected. They are considering a re-farming of the
2-meter frequencies near the énd of next year.

5. Unfinisited Business

- i) Update Club Roscer — This WJH be done once all dues ase in.
ii) John, KESRI, solicited interese in hc[pmg on Flcld Day; a sign
©up sheer was passr:d atound.

6. New Business

i) The VOMARC hamfest is-in Sonoma on May 29th at the Vets
Bidg. On st Streec.

i) ‘Fracy, WBETMY, requested help with his antenna; there were
two volunteers,

7. Program — Boat Anchors and Heme Brew projects were presented and
discussed.

8. Announcements — The next Mcmbcrsh;p Meeting is on May 3ed at
7:00 pm. The next BoD meeting is at 6:15 pm on April 12th at John
Fetton’s home. Al members are welcome.

9. Adjourament — [t was moved and seconded by Beb, WAGNIV, and Rollie,
KBSAQW, chat the meeting be adjoutned at 9:26 pm. The motion passed.

The main message of the day was that peaple need to ba prepared for o minimum
of three days ond, in some coses, up fo three weeks in o disoster like o massive
queke. Civilions need to realize thot emergency personnel will bo tending to the
largest, mast serious situations first. As Bud Souza of the Urban Search and Rescue
Tosk Force suid, “You con’t wait for someane 1o rescee you, becouse they'l all be husy.”
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SHORT SKIP 7
VE Exams
Upcoming ARRL VE test sessions In the areq
May 20, 2006
Hamitton Wireless Association -

Time: $am - Wolkns aflowsd

Confact: Williom B. Smith - 415,456.4481 - ABAMT@SONICNET  VEC: ARRL/VEC '

Locafion: Hamllton Wireless Assaciation Club Stafion, Homition Field/Building 549
Sen Jose Drive, Novato, (A 94949

June 3, September 2, Decenber 2, 2006

Marin Amateur Rudio Society

Time: 9om  Walkdins llowed

Contack: Al Weisman, W5AIW - 510.237.1978 - u!weismun@mm (om
Location: MARS Cluhhuuse 27 Shell Rood, Wil Valley

For mere information: hl’rp‘/ fenste whsy. net/VHEST HiM

This informafion is from the ARRL website. Ahways double check dates and iimes.

For additionat information from the SCRA Vo!umeer Exam Linison,
tontact Brion Torr, HAIIY, 707.575.5671 :

Toll Free {Orders Only} 1-800-4-HALTED  (1-e00-442- seal
World Wide Web: - http.//www. halted. com

3500 Ryder St

Sonta Clarg, CA 95051 408-732-] 573
4837 Amber Ln.

Sacremanto, CA 935841 916-338-2545
5681 Redwood br. :

Kohnert Park; CA 94928 707-585-7344

CDS Enterprises CDS Wireless Inc.

g Highspeed internet — Commercial Voice Maii -~ DISH TV

Steven Carniglia
President

SOKEMA COUNTY RADID AMATEURS (NC MAY 2006

Repeater Coordination Summary
by John PFelcon KE3SRI

As most all of you know by now we have changed our
English Hill repeater frequency to 147.315 Mhz, +
600 Khz offset, PL 88.5 Other than the change of
frequency, nothing else has changed. We have the same
system configuration and the same coverage. You should
not see any difference. This frequency was found with
the help of NARCC and they have been extremely help-
ful in this regard. There have been a few bumps in the
road but I believe that we are close to our-goal of coordi-
nation. I am now designated the SCRA Organization
Representative (ORG REP) to NARCC as well as the
Technical Representative. This change was made with
the approval of your Board of Directors. 1 applied for

coordination on 147.315 Mhz in mid Pebruary of this

year and we have had a “presence” on this frequency for
about the past month. Despite what you may have heard
while monitoring this frequency, only SCRA is properly
positioned to receive coordination. I am fully confident
that we will receive our Coordination Certificate in the
near future. Thank you all for your patience and under-
standing. I will continue to keep you updated as we
ptogress.

P.S. The frequency of the system at Castle Rock will
remain unchanged for the present. It is anticipated that
it too will shift to 147.315 Mhz in due order.

Volunteers Needed for
Upcoming Public Service Events
(raig Goevert KGATHE, SCRA Public Service Wreagler

b still need hams for the-Wine Counfry Century on May 6ih, The six voluntesrs |
currently hove are not enough to staff the event. ! still need homs to staff rest

_ staps and sug wagans clong with one or two Net Controls. ! do have emough
- volurfeers for the Human Race. Fulure dates include Jure 173k for the Tenible

Two, Asgust 20th for ihe Tour d'Organics, September 23-24th for Waves to Wine.
Volunteer early, Yolunteer often. Thanks to those that have already volunteered,

Craig Gaevert, 707.478.9387 or kéxl{@sonic net.
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Contest Corner 13-14 May - Armed Farces Amateur/Military Crossband Communications Test -

2006 Club Officers

. by Kevin Al KOBSG S8/ Bigial, 80-17 meters
President  lohnFeon KSR 707 539-5831 Hello concesters. Big contest for shis month is CQ ;’VSS%C‘ZE S wi.netcom.rmy.mil/mers/nes,.
Vice President ~ Kevin Al K6BSG 707 753-1783 and eta-Aquarids metengshowerrrélly*whith is happening nl?)w.y 13-4 Hoy S-EQM f:ﬂemuhunﬂ DX Confest - CH/55B, 160-10 metrs.
Seweiary - Reheles  KEGSZA 7075789335 Check them out. Happy DX'ingte 1314 - Asando Vo RITY X G, 800 s~~~
T':eus"'ef brion anr. Newy 707 575"53” 29 Apr-7 Moy~ North Anterican Spring Meteor Scatter Rally - oll mades, 6 meters - 70 . See: www contestvalto.com.
Direct Fred Polkinghorn XQ60B ing Spri
irector re Polkinghorn , Sea: www.yke.com/wadufh/Rolly/NAHSMS him. 13-14 May - 50 MHz Spring Sprint, ¢ll modes.
Director leff Boshom  KK6JAB 707 54-3860 . . b Moy - Microwave Spring Sprin, 0600-1300 locel, ofl freguencies > 902 MHz. See: www.etdxo.org /vhi.him.
SCRA Club Meet
Past President lohnFelton ~ KESR 707 5395831 ub Meetings See: wwwefdsg.org /v bim. 1315 May - Mid-Aontic QS0 Porty - SSB/FA/CW, 16010 meters.
i ji . &-7 Moy - MARAC County Hunters Contast - (W, 80-10 meters. See: www.magg.info.
s;:!:;iervue (roig Gueveri ~ KGOTHE 707 545-4133 The club norma'lly meets the fuese Wednesciay of each S68. WWW.MIC0r. 2021 May - £0th Annual Baltic Contest - CW /58, 80 mefers.
S . ' - month. Exceptions are holidays or other big events. 6-7 Moy - 10-10 Interaational Spring Contest - CW/Digital. See: www lrsf It /beontest.
Repeater Chairman Greg Gordon  ACGV] 707 523-7077 L ) _ o wivw tenfen.or. 20-21 May - All Amesica Contast - C, 80 - 10 méters.
Next meeting is Wednesday, May 3rd at 7:00 PM at g , .
) _ , o : ' 4-7 Moy - Indiano QSO Parly - CW/SSB, 160-10 metess. See: www.powerling.com.br/cwif.
Short Sklp & Webh Staff Luther Burbank Art & Garden Center See: www.hdxce.org/ingp. 20-21 May - EU PSK DX Contest, 80-10 mefess.
Edifor Vidki € KEGICT 415 779-3859 2050 Yulupa Avenue _ 6-7 Muy - ARi Intornationaf DX Contest - {W/SSB/Digital, 160- 10 meters. See: \mv\'.'.smrs.mg.F [ _
0¥ : fcki Lero : - : - See: www.gstnet/contest_tl. 20-21 May - His Mojesty King of Spain Contest - (W, 160-10 mefers,
Hank's Swap Shop Joff Busham KK6IAR 707 542-3360 Santa Rosa, CA ‘ 6-7 May - New England 05O Party - O /Phane, 80-10 meters. For mare informetian, send e-mail to urs@ure.es.
Web Master loffBashem  KKAJAB 707 542-3860 - T , : _ See: wwwnegp.org. 20-21 #hay - US Counties QSO Party - SSB, 80-10 meters.
67 May - 7ih Areo QS0 Parly - CW/SSB, 80- 10 meters. See: www.stneulislond.net /countycontest. himl.
Contacts See: www.7gp.01q. 20-21 May - All America Contest - (W, 80 - 10 meters.
6-7 Moy - 1PA Contest- (W /SSB, 80-10 metess. See: www.iporc.org. See: www.powerline.com.br/cwf,
Anteama Ordinance/Legof 1ee Dibble KEGEAQ 707 544-1675 6-7 May - EU EME Coniest - any mode, 1.2 GHz. 27-28 Moy - CO W WEX Contest - (W, T60-10 mefers.
; : ; ' K Sea: www.dubus.org, See: www.cqwp.com.
:"?IK : elul:ons Bill MeCal WEWOM 707 536-2844 6-7 Moy - Rodio Club of America QSO Perty - SSB, 80-15 meters, seporate fimes per band. 20 Moy - QRP AR Hoofowl Sprint - LW, 160-10 meters.
efreshments N . . , See: www.redio-club-oFamerice.org. See: www.grporei.az0/contest him,
Volunteer Exam Ligison Brian Tors NoIlY . 707 575-3871 13 May - FISTS Spring Sprint - (W, 80-10 meters. 28-29 Muay - M1 QRP Memarial Day CW Speint - 160-6 mefars.
ARRL DXCC/WAS Mgr  Chuck Ternes - N60OJ 707 763-2528 Sea: www fists.org/sprints. hirnl. : See: www.qsl.net /migrpclub. _pc
— : — rd
SCRA Hotline 707 579.9408 Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
SCRA E-Mail scru@sonomacountyradioomateurs.com All are welcome! D Membelr'shrlp Application
_SCRA Weh Site hﬂp://www.sunqmucoumyruqumulaurs.com Please join us at our next meeting. Anyone interested ~ | Please lPrintl':Clearly:,ff!' - o New [ ] Renewal [ ]
: : in Amateur Radio may be eligible for membership. A~ P I . 7 e .
Tuesday Night Net membership application is included in this newsletter. . Nclmrejrr S L L ‘Call'Sign - license Class Date
Remember fo check in 1o the SCRA net each Tuesday evening on the For more i“fom}atifm, contact any SCRA officer, - Add,.eg; S H Ph W Phone
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President’s Message
by
John Felton KESRI
SCRA President

Voluntarism in Today's World

I could ask you to look up the
meaning but [ know that is un-
necessary. You already know what
it means. Busy, busy, busy, we are
—— W} 211 BUSY. Some of us are busier
than others The question must be asked. Are you too
busy to contribute just a little time to the good of the
group? Are you one of those people who enjoys partici-
pating in events as long as YOU don't have to acrually
DO anything? I have observed aver the years that in
any organization, whether it be work or hobby related,
that people fall into three groups. Let's look at them:

Group |

This group usually consists of about ten percent of the

organizarion. People in Group I can always be depended
upon to pitch in to get the job done. They don't wait to

be asked, they just look around and starc doing what
needs to be done.

Group II

This group is usually made up of about eighty five per-

cent of the organization. They will help out when asked
and play an important part in accomplishing the intend-
ed goal. They are in indispensable resoutce.

Group I

They don tdo ANYTHING except bitch and complain
about how things are run or how things turn out. They
are part of the problem, not part of the solution. Luckily
this group represents only about five percent of the
total. Fortunately for SCRA, in our arganization this
number is very low.

Now that we got that out of the way, ask yourself what
group you are in? In what group do you want to be?
The point is that for any event or worthwhile endeavor,
a certain amount of energy is required. Is'it fair to sit
back and enjoy the fruits of the efforts of Group I with

MAY 2004

out making a small contribution of your own? Any job
when split up into smaller pieces is easy.

This-brings me around to the point of all this. Field

. Day is coming rapidly upon us. It is scheduled for the

tast weekend in June. (part of Friday, June 23, all day
Saturday the 24th, and part of Sunday, the 25th.) It will
be held at the same location as last year at the corner of
Oakmont Drive and Highway 12. If it is going to hap-
pen, and 1 believe it will, we are going to need a small
commitment from each participant.

Please think this over. Our next membership meeting's
program is dedicated to planning this year's event. I,

tor one, believe Field Day is an very important part of

our commitment to the community. If you agree, please
consider “pitching in”. See you next month as 2 Group

F'or Group H member.

John KESRI

VE Exams
If you've been studying for o new license or upgrade, your next apportunity to foke
your fest is coming.up on May 20, 2006,

SCRA will be hosting VE exams on May 20; from 9am untl noon, of the Bleod Bank of
the Redwaods, 2324 Bethards Dr. in Santa Ros. -

Al test elorents will be administered.- Please arrive by 9:15dmta be-signéd'in. :

Directions: Fram Hwy 101, toke Hwy 12 east foward Sonoma. Turn right onfo Formers
Lane. Turn left onfo Bennet Valley Road. Turn laft on Bathards Drive,

{ondidates should bring the foHowing:

+ One (1) photo D or two (2) non;phoko 1D

« Sociol Security Number or FCC Registration Number (FRN)

« Original and phofocapy of your cument smateur radio license (if licensed)
+ Driginal ond phoiecopy of any valid CSCEs (if opplicable)

+ Radiotelagraph license, if held

» #2 Pendil ond eraser -

+ $14.00 exam fes, Checks may be made payoble to "ARRLVEC®

Colculafors may be used, but it must be demonstrated that ofl memaries and programs
have been erosed.

If you have any special needs, please contact Brion Torr, N&IIY in ndvance:
nbiiy@aril.net -(707) 575-5871

Good tuck!



