Board Meeting Minutes “(front page »

SECRETARY's NOTES: N1AL noted that the FCC'> .,
calisign proposal is all set. Short Skip is now more expensive
since postal rates have gone up. Correspondence inciuded
info on callsign license plate stickers, a salt-water power pack,
and the National Scholarship Research Service. Al also gave
the VP a copy of club aquipment at N1AL and donated a
Dremel tool to mark SCRA property.

REPEATER: WBGPER says that Mike is not yet done with the
Repco, but it is in operational condition if needed.

PACKET BBS: NG6PTM had a number of implementation
- questions. Any bulletin board depends on the continuous
presence of a willing system operator. We should be aware
that technological progress guarantees that any static system
would soon become obsolescent. Since our system is so
dependent on other systems over which we have no control,
SCRA should become more involved with packet radio outside
the club. Perhaps we should promote and participate in a

county-wide organization. Finally, Jim felt we should consider
“aving some member-only features on the BBS.

KCBPJW noted that he is grooming another sysop who could
move into his place much as JJim did when WX3K moved out.
Right now, he is scrambling to re-establish links and get the
system back to the state it was in before. He wonders if we
shouldn't have a Packet Chairman, much like the Repeater
Chairman. Jim is withdrawing his offer to seil the BBS
equipment to SCRA until an implementation plan is complete.

The Board decided that NT1AL, KCBPJW and AABYX will form
a subcommittee to come up with a proposal for how the
packet BBS should be structured. Possible ideas include an
independent packet club outside of SCRA, a committee within
SCRA like the Repeater Commitiee, or some intermediate level
of support. The proposal will be presented to the board at the
next meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 7:18. m/s WBBPER/N1AL
Respectfully submitted by Secretary Al Bloom N1AL. -
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<> m SECRETARY : Alan Bloom N1AL 538-7115
Q TREASURER: Angela Dickey KCeOCD 795-1269
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] Marie Mappus KI&6QY 664~-1978
REPEATER CHAIRMAN: Jim Rutherford WBEPER 526-2972
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EDITOR: Alan Bloom N1AL 538-7115

1578 Los Alamos Rd, Santa Rosa 95409 alanb@sr.hp.com
AM R AX.25 packet address:
SWAP SHOP EDITOR: Greg Cowles

nlal@wx3k.#nocal.ca.usa.noan

QRV:Jim Durkin KE6FSK BBS:DonnKing KD6ZVG CIRCULATION:June Linnehan KD6LSU
AUDIO TAPING:John Breckenridge WBG6FRZ,Laurel Meyer KC6FKX,Bob Phillips N6RMW

Activities Conumittee:

Pub. Service: Marie MappusKI6QY 664-1978
Pub. Relatns: SteveCarnigliaKK6VY 579-9608

QSL Mgr: Fred Leoni N6YEU 431-8202
TVI/RFI: Al Bloom N1AL 538-7115
Antennas: Joe Senft KM6TN b578-5824

John KMG6LI, Shep NHBZY, N1AL
Awards: Steve Lund WABLLY 823-4544

VEC Exams: Claude Jones AB6OL 527-8593

- NTAL WX3K WwWeD ACBET
WBBFRZ NB6PHP ABG6XR KKG6XT
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N1AL WBGFRZ KC6RHA KK6VY
WBGTMY KBXZ K6ZWB KC7VS
Refreshmnts at meetings: Bob Olsten WDGBDPE
Field Day: SteveCarnigliaKKeVvVyY 573-9608
Raffle at meetings: - Dave Willey KD6KWM
Membership lottery:
RACES RO: Jim PelmulderN6PTM 823-7947
Badge Chair: Fred Leoni NBYEU 431-8202
Packet BBS: John WX3K and Jim KC6PJW

Repeater Control Op’s:

WBEPER Jim  526-2972 N6PTM Jim 823-7947
WDBCKPHoppy 542-6750 NBVUC Merl 584-3898
KD6CJQ Kelly 837-9434

Education:

SHORT SKIP ADVERTISING RATES:
Business cards: $10
$11 First 1/4 Column
$3 Additional 1/4 Columns
{$32 Full Page, 1 side)
Pre-printed inserts: $32/sheet

Guaranteed circulation: 200/month
AD DEADLINE: 10th of previous month

Club Meetings:

7:30 pMm, 1° Wednesday each month at the
Hewlett Packard plant in Santa Rosa. (See
map below.} All are welcome.

Next Meeting: March 1, 19985
Program: Amateur Radio Contesting,
Northern California Contest Club.

James Cureton KDEGSF

ARE YOU NOT AN SCRA MEMBER?

If so, then this is a complimentary copy.
Our club is involved with almost every area of
Amateur Radio: = Repeaters (13/73), Field Day,
license classes (Novice through Extra},
volunteer exams, RACES, DX programs,
packet radio, hidden xmtr hunts -- you name it.

We invite you to attend our next monthly
meeting (see below)or check into the Tuesday
night SCARS net on the 146.13/73 repeater at
7PM. You will hear the latest Amateur Radio
Newvsline broadcasts, announcements of SCRA
activities and a Swap Shop. Membership in
SCRA is open to anyone interested in Amateur
Radio. If you would like to join, there is a
membership application on page 11. Hope we
can have an "eyeball" QSO with you at the
next meeting! 73 ...

§ <———— HIGHWAY 101 -—-—--> N
(Mendocino Ave exit)

MENDOCINC AVE

FOUNTAINGROVE PXWY—->|

EMPLOYEE ENTRANCE (closed)
HEWLETT PACKARD —J

BUILDING PARKING

d |
MAIN ENTRANCE

KE6FXK 829-1583 .
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SCRA Member Directory Questionnaire
Name Call Class
Birthdate (year optional)
Year first licensed Spouse's Name Spouse's call
Childeren's Names/Calls
Profession Employer
Hobbies other than ham radio
Electronics Experiance (other than ham radio)
Ham Radio Interests: Packet DX Homebrewing Traffic handling
EME Satelites Two Mtr FM Contests Public Service RACES
Others (Plese elaborate)
Special skills: (Foreign languages, Computer whiz, Etec.:
Application for Membership in SCRA
Name Callsign Lic. Class
Addr. Phone Nr { } New Mbr
ZIP Date { } Renewal

Dues: $12/year, $18/year family. New members also pay a $6/person initiation fee. Dues for
new members only are pro-rated $1 ($1.50 family) per month, starting at renewal time, March 1.

I WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE IN:

Fublic Service Events

RACES or ARES Emergency services
Field day, other operating events
Helping with SCRA Flea Market
Acting as club Net Control Station

Badge (New Members only)

Fill in this section exactly as you
want It 1o appear on your badge.

o r——n — r— — — —— — p——
—— et Mt gt Mot oot o Tom® e o

Helping with Short Skip newsletter Calisign
Taking a Novice class

Teaching a Novice class First Name
Taking an upgrade class

Teaching an upgrade class City

{ } Other

Page 11
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HSC ELECTRONIC SUPPLY

GOODIES FOR THE RADIO AMATEUR:
] P '

RAMSEY KITS:

m 50/144/220/440 MHz
Synthesized Transceivers

m VVHF power amplifiers |

= All-mode HF receivers

m QRP CW Transmitters

= Ftc...

ARRL BOOKS:

" ARRL Handbook
® |icense Manuals
® Antenna Books
® Etc...

= MFJ accessories

= Code keys

= Wire Antennas
» Surplus Electronic‘s
® Tools, parts, Etc...

YOUR IBM CLONE HEADQUARTERS
FROM PC-AT's TO STATE-OF-THE-ART 80486 SYSTEMS,

® Complete systems

= Cases, Supplies, Motherboards
= Hard/Floppy Discs, Monitors

® |/O Cards, Memory Chips

» Software, Etc...

YOU'LL FIND IT AT HSC

W 7N Halted B

RN speclalties co. B

Etactronics « Prototyping Supplies « Compulers e Lasers

George Shedore
Manager

Ksow

60813 REDWOOD DRIVE

PHONE: .
COTATI, CA 94831 E:(707) 792-2277

FAX; (707) 792-0146

SHORT SKIP

SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS, INC.

MARCH 1995

I'm Quitting...

SCRA needs a new Short Skip editor. | will be
resigning as of the April issue. Hopefully the
new editor will be on board by then so we can
work on next month's issue together.

Short Skip has had the same editor now for
over a decade. It's time for a change. | have
really enjoyed doing it, but my life has gotten
sa crowded that | just don't have the time any
more.

The main requirement of the new editor is
enthusiasm. You will also need a computer
and access 1o a letter-quality printer. {Perhaps
the club could help work something out if you
don't have one.) Desk-top publishing software
can be a lot of fun and can contribute to an
impressive-looking product, but is not
necessary. (! just use Wordstar, a standard
word processor.)

Please contact me or any club officer if you
are interested. — Al N1AL .

Dues are Due!

Check your mailing label: If it says "dues are
due,” then our records show you haven't paid
yet. Please send your check to SCRA, POB
116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402. Since the
Treasurer can't make it to the March meeting,
mail-in payment is best.

Also, if you haven't filled in the Questionnaire
on page 11, Rick K6ZWRB would like a copy.
And if your address, callsign or license class
has changed, let us know so N1AL can update
the roster. The application on page 11 is ideal
for the purpose. x

Choose Your Own Callsign!
ARRL Bulletin 7 January 25, 1995

The FCC has announced its intention to implement
a vanity call sign program, and also to resume the
issuance of club and military recreation station
licenses. In a Jan 24 news release, the commission
released a general outline of the new program.

Amateurs will be eligible to apply for a call sign of
their choice in four "gates.” The first group eligible
to apply will be previous holders of a call sign or
the close relative of a deceased previous holder of
a call sign. The second group will be amateur
Extra class licensees, then Advanced class
licensees, then all others. The FCC will announce
the opening of each "gate" by public notice.

The FCC said that the first gate will open as soon
as a new application form, FCC form 810-V, is
available and the commission's licensing facility is
prepared to begin processing the applications — no
sooner than April, according to FCC staff.
Applications for club station licenses will be
accepted as soon as the FCC's report and order on
this matter is released. Club station call signs will
be issued systematically, unless under the fourth
"gate" the trustee of an existing club station
appiies for the call sign of a deceased member as a
vanity call sign for the club.

The fee for the use of vanity call signs will be 7
dollar{s) per year, or 70 dollar{s) for a ten-year
license term, according to Wireless Telecommuni-
cation Bureau staff. However, on January 12,
1985, in a notice of proposed rule making, the FCC
proposed a fee of 3 dollar{s} per year, for fiscal
year 1995 (which began Octaober 1, 1994).

Amateurs will be able to list up to 25 call sign
choices, from any call area, FCC staff said. it is
expected that it will be severa! weeks before the
new form 610-V is approved.

More information was in July 1994 QST, page 84,
June QST, page 81, and February QST, page 84.
{pr docket 93-305). Downloaded by Donn KDB6ZVG

Jirn Pelmulder
NBPTM

{707y 823-7947

NOB HILL ELECTRONICS REPAIR

Amateur - Commarcial - Scanners
TV -VCR's - Audio

Sta. Lic. No. 2801 Gravenstein Hwy. No.
26191 Sebastopol, CA 95472

Page 3
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Tweak 'n Peak
by John Zantek WX3K

The Packet Tweak 'n
Peak session at the
February SCRA meeting
was a resounding success and yielded some
very interesting facts that supported WX3K's
assumptions about packeteering in Sonoma
County:

Number of packet stations benched 19
Number of stations overdeviating 16 =
Highest deviation measured 5.b kHz
{(We won't mention who won that booby-prize,
but he knows)

Lowest deviation measured 2.8 kHz
Honorable Mentions:

(1} The BEST MECHANICAL assembly:
WB6FRZ
(2} The MOST ACCURATE signal:
- KCBSSF & KD6KWM (tie)
{3) The HALL OF FAME award:
KCB6SSF with his original
TAPR TNC-1

Some info....

(1} To get a TNC into Cmd Mode from
HOST mode: Alt-192, ASCII g, Alt-192

(2)  To get a TNC into Cmd Mode from KISS
mode: Alt-255, Alt-192, Alt-255

(3) | am extremely impressed with the new
Kantronics line, including the KAM Plus,
KPC-3, and KPC-9612. Small, low
supply needs, and easy to tune; all
necessary pots are easily accessibie.

(4} The MFJ-1278 continues to be a
nightmare that generates its own noise
up the audio line, regardless of
shielding.

(8}  Shielded wire for TNC-to-radio cables.
JUST DO IT!

{6} HTs are not the best radios to use for
packet. By their very nature of design,
they're a compromise on recieve
filtering and can suffer badly from
adjacent signals.

(7}  Audio impedence mismatches. Don't
assume that the audio output {AFSK
out) of your TNC matches the audio
input (MIC in} of your radio. A
mismatch generally has any combination
of three results:

Distorted tones

Inability to lower deviation to

acceptable levels
c. Very narrow adjustments for TNC

audio drive; goes from too much
to not enough by barely touching
a trim pot.

(8)  Throw away the wall transformer.
Power the TNC from the DC supply
that's powering your rig, lt's clean and
will provide current on demand.

oo

That's it for now. | may think of something

fater, but these jumped out at me after last
night's marathon. u

W7 Halted

specialties co. R

Elactronics « Prototyping Supplies » Computers « Lasers

George Shedore

Manager
Ks6W
6819 REDWOOD DRIVE PHONE: (70 -
COTATI, CA 94931 + FAX: gﬁ?} ;gg.-gf:g
L1 9 s ..
—_—__
e e —
F— % —
ELECTRONIC DISTRIBUTDRE

345 West College Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95401 (7075 527-6000

STEVE BASHAM
Manager

Coming Events:

MARCH:
1 - SCRA meeting 7/7:30 PM
- 1992 DUES PAYABLE!
4 - License exams, Marin ARC
4-5 - ARRL DX Contest, Phone
5 - Livermore Flea Mart 510-447-3857
6 - RACES etc. Net 7:30 PM
11 - Foothill College Flea Market
13 - RACES etc. Net, 7:30 PM
16 - CDF/VIP Meeting 7:30 PM
18 - Deadline for April Short Skip
20 - RACES etc. Net 7:30 PM
25 - License exams, Sonoma Mt RS
25-26 - CQ Worldwide Prefix Contest, Phone
27 - RACES etc. Net, 7:30 PM
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SUNNYVALE, CA 94086
510 Lawrence Expwy. #1072

(408) 736-9496
{800) 854-6046
Tom, KBELUC, Mgr.
Lawrence Expwy.
S0, from Hwy. 101

OAKLAND, CA 94606
2210 Livingston St.
(510) 534-5757

(800) 854-6045
Rich, WASWYB, Mar.
1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp

Phone Hours:

8:30 AM to 5:30 PM
Store Walk-In Hours;

10:00 AM - 5:30 PM = Closed Sundays

Gal/Write for your HRD Catalog!

ANAHEIM, CA 92801
833 N. Euclid 51.
{714) 533-7473
(800) 854-6046
Janat, WATWMB, Mgr.
Near Disneyland

DAKLAND, CA 94606
2210 Livingston 5t.
{510) 534-5757

(800} 854-6046
Rich, WASWYB, Mgr.
1-880 a1 23rd Ave. ramp

SAN DIEGD, CA 92123
5375 Kearny Villa Rd.
(619) 560-4900
(800} 854-6046
Tom, KM&K, Mgr.

Hwy. 183 &

GClaremont Mesa

SUNRYVALE, CA 54086
510 Lawrance Expwy. 102
{408} 736-3496

(800) 854-6046

Tam, KBELUC, Mgr.
Lawrence Expisy.

Sa. from Hwy, 101

VAN HUYS, CA 91411
6265 Sepulvada Blvd.
(818) 988-2212
(800} 854-6045
dJon, KB6ZBI, Mgr.
San Diego Fwy.

at Victory Bivd.

NEW STORE!
NEW CASTLE, DE 19720
1509 N. Dupont Hwy.
(302) 322-7082

(800} 6444470
Kent, KD1L2, Mgr.

AT.13 1/4 mi,, So. 1-295

PORTLAND, OR 97223
1705 8,W. Pacific Hwy.
{503) 598-0555

(800} 854-6046
Earl, KE7QA, Mgr.
Tigard-O5W exit

from Hwy. 5 & 217

DENVER, CO 80231
8400 E. lliff Ave., #9
{303) 745-7373
(800) 444-9476
Jog, KDBGA, Mgy,

PHOENIX, AZ 85015
1702 W, Camelback Rd.
(602) 242-3515

(800) 444-9476
Gary, WEYSLY, Mgr.
East of Highway 17

ATLANTA, GA 30340
6071 Bulord Highway
(4C4) 263-0700
{800) 444-7927
Mark, KJ4v0, Mgr.
Daraville, 1 mi.

na. of |-285

WOODBRIDGE, VA 22181
Washington D.C. area
14803 Build America Dr.
{703} 643-1063

(800) 454-4759
Curtis, WB4KZL, Mor.
Exit 161, 1-95, So. to U5 1

SALEM, NH 03079
Bostan, MA area
224 N. Broadway
{603) 808-3750
{800) 424-0047
Chuck, KMANZ, Mgr.
Exit 1, 1-93;

28 mi. No. of Boston

AZ, CA, €O, GA, VA residents add sales tex.
Prices, specificatians, descriptions, subject

to-change without notice,

ALINCOD
DJ - 580T
2M/440 Dual Band
40 Mern Channels
DSQ, Dual Display

CTCSS Ene./Dec. Built-In
Cross Band Full Duplex

CALL FOR
SPECIAL
LOW PRICE

YvyAEBSU

FT-530
2MHADMHZ

2\ Standard, 5W opt.

82 Mems, Dual In-band RX
BTMF paging + coded SqY. sid.
Built-in VOX & CTCSS

Auto tone search

Built-in clock » Backlit Keyboard

SPECIAL PRICING!

KENWOQOD
TS - 50S/TS - 60S

HF Tranaceiver

. T8-50S - World's smallést HF Transcelver
100W out. (30W TS-60S, 50mHz only)
58B, CW, AM, FM
12V Gen. Cov. RX, 6.4 Ibs., 7.16 x 2.4 x 9.32"
105db dynamic range, 100 Mems,

Opt. ext. ant. tunars available (TS-505 only)
CALL NOW FOR OUR L.OW PRICING!

fcom
HANDHELDS
IC-D1A
2M/44041.2 Tri-Band

IC-W21ATAC-V21AT
2M/440  2M/220

IG-2GXAT, 2M

IC-T21A, 2M

WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION

ALINCO

DR - 600T

2M/440 FM Transceiver

i

45W/35W + Afrband RX
Detachable/Remotable Head
Keyboard freq. entry from microphone!
CALL FOR OUR SPECIAL PRICE!

100W HF Gen. Cov. Transceiver -
DDS,QSK » 500Hz CW Filter Included

CALL FOR OUR LOW PRICE!
KENWOOD

HANDHELDS

TH-79A TH-22AT §

2MA440HT
Ulira Compact
2M HT, 5W apt.
40 Memaories
Encode Built-In
CALL NOW!

2.7W 2M, 2W 440
SW Optional
DTSS Built-In
P B2 Mamories
8 DTMF Memories
N Built-ln CTCSS Enc./Dec.
§  User-Friendly Menu Sys.
¥ CALL NCGW FOR
INTROD SPECIAL!

fcom

tc - 737A

HF Transceiver

12V 100W wizuto Ant. Tuner
Built-in Gen Cov. RX, 101 Mems., VOX
DDS, (3K, Passband Tuning

Priced So Low, We Can’t Print It!
Call For Your Low Discount Price!
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SCRA MINUTES

February 1, 1995

Submitted by Secretary
Al Bloom NTAL

The meeting was called to order by President Kelly Cureton
KDBCJQ at 7:41 PM. Other officers present were Vice
President Dave New AABYX, Secretary Al Bloom N1AL,
Treasurer Angela Dickey KCBOCD, Activities Chairman Joel
Nadler KJELF, Repeater Chairman Jim Rutherford WBBPER,
and Members-at-Large Marie Mappus KIGQY and Jim Andrews
KCBPJW. Due to a schedule conflict, we met in HP's big
auditoriura instead of the usual room. .

VISITORS AND UPGRADES: We had 4 visitors and 3
upgraded licenses this month.

The MINUTES were approved as printed in Short Skip. m/s
NSVUC/KCBGCD

The TREASURER'S REPCORT shows aver $3000 total.

REPEATER: N&VUC heard someone say the repeater is
weaker in Marin Co. WBBPER notes there are a number of
holes in coverage in Marin.

PUBLIC SERVICE: Marie KI6QY says the season begins
around the end of March. beginning of April.

EDUCATION: Steve KKBVY notes three upcoming classes.
WBGEFRZ's code class (all speeds) starts next Wednesday at
HP. There will also be a code net on the 146.73 repeater.
KB8ZWB8 passed around a sign-up sheet for his constructin
class. The project will be a single-band QRP transceiver. Jim
WAZEWE is planning another ne-code Technician class. Call
Jim at B73-0277.

Whoever has KEZWB's copy of 200 Meters and Down, please
let Rick know you have it.

ACTIVITIES: KJBLF is thinking about raffling off a packet
station to raise money for the BBS. The Homebrew Contest is
this April, with NBIlY as Chairman. We need ideas for a
location for Field Day. WBGBPER says the campout will be
under the full moon in May.

NET CONTROL STATIONS are KEGFXK in Jan, KEBTYL in Feb,
NBHY in Mar and AABYX in April. There will be a NCS
training session 1/2 hour before the next club meeting.

AABYX would like to start a "new tradition,” donut holes
{small badges] to be handed out to visitors, goad for one free
donut. There was a nice letter in the Press Democrat by
Connie Sabin thanking the RACES members for their service in
the recent floods.

PACKET FUND: WBNEO pledged $50 for the Packet Bulletin
Board System. By the time the meeting was over we had
$125 from three people

The PROGRAM was a description-of County packet radio
system by Jim KCEPJW. WX3K was turned off as of Tuesday
night, and Jim is in the process of getting everything set back
up. One suggestion to avoid interference is to avoid the peak
hours (5 PM, 10 PM and 8 AM]}. Before the WX3K BBS went
off the air, KCEPJW BBS was averaging 100 connections per
day of average 6 minutes length.

Du_ring the meeting, John WX3K ran a packet station test and
adjustment clinic in the back roam.

A motion was made to purchase the BBS system from
KCBPJW using money from donations and fundraisers. The
motion passed with one opposed. m/s KDSFPN/KHBGEJV

KCBOCD asks that any donations to the Packet Fund be.so
noted on the check's memo line so the money can be properly
credited.

KDBKWM's RAFFLE had prizes thanks to HSC and Ardco.

The MEMBERSHIP LOTTERY this month was won by NGOH.

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 PM. m/s AABYX/NGPTM
Respectfully submitted by Al Bloom N7TAL. »

Treasurer’'s Report
de Angela KC60OCD December, 1994

ACCOUNT

REVENUE EZXPENSE
Activities (Xmas party).... 1375.00 1i375.00

Flea Market ........co0.... 230.00 422.00
Misc (trophies/awards)..... . 525.00
Repeater (phone}........... 57.00
Short Skip Newsletter ..... 296.00 237.00
Officers' Expenses ........ 74,00
Total 528.00 1315.00
ASSETS:

Checking Account 2115.16

Savings Account 896.00

Cash/checks on hand 24.00
Total 3035.186 »

Board Meeting Minutes
February 8, 1995

The meeting was called to order by President Kelly Cureton
KDBCJQ at 5:38 PM in the meeting room at the Northbay
Savings Bank. Other officers present were Vice President
Dave New AABYX, Secretary Al Bloom N1AL, Treasurer
Angela Dickey KC80CD, Repeatar Chairman Jim Rutherford
WBGPER, Activities Chairman Joel Nadler KJSLF, Members-at-
Large Marie Mappus KIBQY and Jim Andrews KCEPJW. Also
present were five other SCRA members.

AABYX announced that the March PROGRAM will be either
AABKX or NBIP of the NCCC speaking an contesting.

NEWSLINE is short of funds again. The Board voted to send
in the $100 we budgeted for it. m/s WB6PER/AABYX

KCE0CD may not be able to attend next manth's meeting.

ACTIVITIES. KJBLF notes that Field Day, the Flea Market,
and the Homebrew Contest are coming up this year. WB8PER
says the campout will probably he May 20/21.

PUBLIC SERVICE: KISBQY has the Windsor Road Race April 1,
the Super Cities Walk April 2, and the Wine Country Century
May 6. The SCRAPS picnic will be in August.

PUES for the year are supposed 1o be voted on by the club at
ihe February meeting, as KC6PJW discovered by reading the
Constitution. We'll vote on it next meeting. WBGBPER thinks
we may need to raise dues next year. (Continued p 12}

s .........Page..a
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QRTV N - real crises. Every RACES net has one specific drill
; message to be copied. And every member carries a
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b
nges Durkin KEGFSK

| have said many times before {I hope you pardon my
saying again} that one of the primary reasons | became
a ham operator was my interest in becoming more
involved within the community. | was not aware at the
time of just how many avenues of involvement were
available. Fortunately, | was able to make some
interesting contacts (and connections) that enilightened
me as to how far this "hobby" could be taken.

Sonoma RACES

One unique individual who has immersed himself in
public service is Eran Glago KDBKVO, the emergency
coordinator for the Sonoma RACES group. His
involvement goes beyond the standard sterectype of an
Amateur Operator,

Eran informed me there are two designated EOCs in the
City of Sonoma. The main one is located at the Police
Department and the backup is located at the Fire
Department. These two Emergency Operation Centers
service both the City of Sonoma and the Sonoma Valley
{pretty much what is covered by Zone 3 of the Fire
Services). The City of Sonoma's RACES group is
seperate from the County RACES organization and is
under the auspices of the Sonoma Police Department.

Eran‘s group has been called on in the past to help with
some interesting incidents. One was a suspicious fire in
the city where the BRACES members were asked to
guard the potential evidence. The city had to staff the
buildings over the night until the investigators could
arrive the next morning. In order to preserve the
evidence, the building had to be staffed by city paid
employees or trained city volunteers,

On July fourth, the City of Sonoma activated city
RACES for a fire watch, looking for dangerous fireworks
and juvenile delinquents who often use the holiday as
an excuse to set fires and cause a fair amount of
vandalism. The visible presence of a ham operator with
his HT in hand can be quite a deterent. | was once
asked if | was a Town Monitor (whatever that is)
because | happened to have my HT with me.

The city RACES group is often called in to help with
traffic control during parades and special events, in
addition to being the eyes and ears for the police and
fire departments during these times. As the rapport
with city agencies grows, the number of activities also
grows. Eran reports the city has been very generous in
providing needed equipment. The radio room is now
one of the most advanced communication centers in the
area, rivaled only by the county EQC.

One of the key factors in the Sonoma RACES group’s
success is the extensive training offered. Many classes
In emergency procedures and tactical operations give
expertise that velunteers can fall back upon during a

"phone card" for more efficient call-up should an actual
emergency arise.

Communications equipment includes two 2 meter voice
radios, a complete 2m and 220 packet station, 220 and
440 Mhz voice radios, and an HF rig for emergency
backup. One member of the group is one of the top
ATV operators around: Mr. Kermit Parker, WBJFN, was
flown into Humboldt County to set up ATV surveilance
during the Redwood Summer Protests. He has also
outfitted the CHP helicopters in the North Bay area with
ATV equipment (once in conjunction with a prison riot}.

During 1994, Marie Mappus KISQY helped coordinate
1,444 hours of volunteer work for the March of Dimes,
Easter Seals, MS, Special Olympics, Human Race,
Society for independent Living, and so on. | personaliy
had the pleasure to be on the sag wagon for the Super
Cities Walk, a very good experience. As a RACES
member, my awareness of the expansiveness of ham
Radio was humongously growing. But what if these
particular activities don't interest you? You can always
provide a new service yourself. If you see a need, just
jump in there and do it. Paul Bowman, N6WZR, did.

PAL-HAM

in Long Beach, California, Detective Paul Bowman saw
an increasing need to get inner-city kids involved in

© more positive activities. The Police Athletic League was

fine, but there are many kids who are either intimidated
or just not interested in athletic activities. That's where
PAL-HAM comes in.

PAL-HAM is an amateur radio program designed to bring
cops and kids together. Paul directs the program under
the auspices of the Long Beach Police Department.
They currently have 20 licensed kids. They have held
five classes in the past year, and plan to continue the
tradition with five more next year. All of their classes
are free and teach a code/no-code course based on the
ARRL Now You're Talking textbook. All equipment was
donated, most of it directly or indirectly by members of
the Associated Radio Amateurs of Long Beach WBRO,
and the Long Beach Repeater Associates K6CHE. All of
the instructors are volunteers. Parents can also take the
classes, but they must purchase their own books and
are encouraged to help out with the snacks.

Once the kids have their license, they are encouraged to
participate in the Long Beach Marathon, the Cancer
Walk, the Roughneck Roundup, the Special Olympics
and other community events by assisting with
communications. This has certainly helped cut down in
gang activities by providing an outlet that otherwise
would not be available.

Do you want to get involved? Need help in planning or
exgcuting a program? Just ask around. There are plenty
of hams out there who are willing to help. There is
always someone who has the right answer to the right
question. All you have to do is ask... And be ready to
jump in with both feet. L
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S Take my Pentium Chip. Please!
Ever since the Intel Corporation announced in Nov.
e that its Pentium copmuter chip made some
o —~ mistakes in arithmetic, the jokes have multiplied.
%\ : o These were found on the Internet.

3 a ST Q) How many Pentium designers does it take to

S S e screw in a light bulh?
e A) 1.99904274017. That's close enough for

o nontechnical people.

Packet Printouts

Downloaded by Donn King KD6ZVG

New ARPS Maps

More APRS maps for the San Francisco area are
available from the KAGEYH LLBBS.

CA Richm.map covers the Richmond area.
CA Alam.map covers Oakland, Alameda,
Berkley, and Emeryville. CA_Haywd.map covers
Hayward and San Lorenzo area.

All three maps were contstructed from data
contained on the USGS 1:100,000 CD ROM using
WB4APR's MAPFIX.BAS program. There is also an
updated maplist.cain on the BBS or you can
add the following lines in your MAPLIST.CA (note
that CA_Fremnt is listed here. This sequence
seems to transition well as you move along the
East Bay freeways.)

CA Richm.map,37.9,122.35,8,
Richimond Calif & vic from 1:100,000 CD ROM.

CA Alam.map,37.78,122.25,8,
Oakland Calif & Alameda from 1:100,000 CD ROM

CA Fremt.map,37.57,122.011,8,
Fremont Calif from manual digitizer board

CA .Haywd.map,37.646,122.145,8,
Hayward/San Leandro from 1:100,000 CD ROM

These new maps, and all the other California APRS
maps | could locate are contained in
CAMAPSO1.ZIP and are also listed individually in
the KABEYH APRS\CALMAPS directory.

The KAGEYH LL BBS can be reached at 415-359-
6985. You should use a 9600 bhaud, or faster,
modem. If you are a new user use the password
COAST. After logging on type D to get to DOS
type prompts, then CD APRS\CALMAPS . To
download the file in XMODEM type XGET
CAMAPSO01.ZIP {If you use Y-Modem, replace
XGET with YGET.) After downloading the map,
type EXIT to get back to the BBS prompts.

73, Ken, W7KKE @ KABEYH.#nocal.ca

Q) What are the leading new names for the
Pentium?
A) Apporxium, Almostium, Dyslexium

Q) What do you get when you cross a Pentium
personal coumputer with a researce grant?
Al A mad scientist.

Q) What is the successor to the RU-486 birth
control drug?

A} The RU-Pentium. It prevents cells from dividing
properly.

Q) What's another name for the "Intel Inside"
sticker they put on Pentiums?
A} Warning label.

Q) Why didn't Intel call the Pentium a 5867
A) Because they added 486 and 100 on the first
Pentium and got 585.999983605.

Q) Intel says the Pentium conforms to |IEEE
standards 754 and 854 for "floating point" math.
IT you fly an aircraft designed using a Pentium,
how would you pronounce "[EEE"?

Q) What are the top 10 Pentium slogans?
9.999897325
8.299816336
7.999841461
6.992883153
5.898983513
4.999999902
3.999824591
2.981152361
1.989910351
Flaws.
0.999999999 The Errata Inside.

Jeff KBOGXK @ KBIGXK.#NEIL.IL.USA.NOAM =

It's a Flaw, Damn It, Not a Bug!
It's Close Enough. We Say So.
Nearly 300 Correct Opcodes.
You Don't Need to Know
What's Inside.

Redefining the PC - And
Mathematics as Well,

We Fixed 1t, Realy.

Division Considerad Harmful/
Why Do You Think They Call It
"Floating Point"?

We're Looking for a Few Good

RENEW YOUR ARRL MEMBERSHIP THROUGH
THE CLUB AND THE CLUB GETS TO KEEP $2
{no expense to you). Make out your check to
SCRA, and send it with your ARRL renewal
form to SCRA, PO Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA
95402 or give it to the Treasurer. "
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