HANK'S SWAP SHOP -
Jim Hudson KDBWIS 1435 Keiser Ave
Phone: 584-3423 Santa Rosa CA 95404
Noncommercial ham ads printed free. Please
call when item is sold. Ads run 2 months.

WANT: A no-frills CW bug. KC6IRQ George
874-2713.

COPPER J-POLE for 2m and 440 MHz $25.
KENWOOD R1000 receiver USB/LSB/CW,
$500 or trade. Lynn KD6TYL 526-3778.

HIGAIN HF ANT 80 thru 10m $75. Sal

KCBWTO 539-4661.
WANT 6AHG6 tube. Adam KDGPOC 673-0277.

BATTERIES for Yaesu 470, 7.5V and 12V,
both for $110. Ron KDECJM 527-7353.

FT270 dual-band 2m/440 MKz HT $250.
LEADER LBO-505 dual-trace oscilloscope,
good to 15 MHz $150. WANT: Ceramic knife
switch and ham magazine back issues - willing
to trade duplicates. Dean KDGPJY 544-8124,

WANT: 2M AMP, 100W or better.
KDBWIS 584-3423.

WANT: KENWOOD SP230 acc. speaker or
similar. Don KD6ZVG 823-0541.

Jim

COAX SWH"CH, hi-power, 6-pos, 2 ganged
together $50. Mike KD6ZZD 545-7520.

AEA ISOPOLE 144, used $30. AEA ISOLOOP,
old mode! w/cable & controller $175. Bill
NG6GHG 431-8636. '

WANT: ICOM IC-3AT handheld. TRADE:
MFJ1702B new model for older 1702B.
WANT: MARINE RADIO for conv to ham
bands. Garry N6ONZ 584-3425.

Continued page 15)
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SHORT SK|?

Sonoma County Radio Amateurs, Inc.
Club Station

WGLFJ

Repeater Station

WBOEPVS

P.0O. Box 116

APRIL 1994 Santa Rosa, CA 95407 VOL 19 #4

DX visitor Jean DeClercq ON5SK told us all about DXing.
in Belgium-at the February meeting. '

Phote Faw: Lorrnine K Do K R




SONOMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS, INC.
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SHORT SKIP SONCMA  COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS, INC. APRTL 1994
bRESTOENT: Clerirn Saer et P e e sei 500 Treasurer's Report %\ | Hank's S
. PRES : erlyn Pfei -
VICE PRESIDENT: R, L. Caron KK6GP ~ 875-2601 urer's Repo ank's Swap Shop  (from page 16)
PRYAGUREY: mian ﬁigg‘]‘_‘ig gg,gga 238-7415 de Mike KN6JQ Jan/Feb, 1994 ‘ ICOM IC229H 2m mobile 50W w/standard
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE: Kelly Cureton KD6CJQ 837-9434 " AccounT . REVENUE Expensg | 2°C- Don WECPE 795-1269.
' Marie Mappus KTIeQY 664~1978 : , _
REPEATER CHAIRMAN: Jim Rutherford WBGEPER 526-2972 Activities (SCRAPS picnic) 61.00 PANASONIC KX-P1124 printer for packet $85.
ACTIVITIES CHAIR: Mike Knope KD6LYU 762-3236 Refreshments at meetings .. 5.00 Allan WEMEQ 538-4935, :
. ' Dues and Initiations ...... 776.00 )
EDITOR: T Sggla‘ﬁ glgngTAFF- —ﬁlﬁ_f;;§§gz5iig Raffle at Meetings -....... 76.00 HR-2600 muiti-mode 10m mobile $150,
1578 Los Alamos Rd, Santa Rosa, CA 95409 (d)577-3981 Badges ......iieeeiiinien.. €8.00 | NCG 15M MOBILE, new in box $150.
CIRCULATION MGR: June Linnehan KDGLSU Misc (INSUrance) ..e.ceeves 312.00 MOTOROLA MX-300 HT's (2 UnltS_) w/ant, no
HAM NEWS: . R.L. Caron KK&6GP 875-2601 Misc (Trophies/awards) .... i1.00 | batteries $75 ea. Gary WDBEVL 823-9324. w
BBS EDITORS: Pete Sourek KCGUXM, and Allan Chapman W6MEO ' Repeater (Phone bill) ..... 41,00 ,
AUDIO TAPING: John Breckenridge WB6FRZ,Laurel Meyer KC6FKX,Bob PhillipsNeRMW Repeater (Maint. & upgrade) 81.00
- = Short Skip Newsletter ..... 287.00
.« 9. . . * Ama i i cees .
Activities Committee: Club Meetings: Pana-Ratsers (e .10l oo %
Pub. Service: Maris MappusKIBQY = 664-1978 | '7:30 pm, 15 Wednesdday each month at the 856.00 891.00
Pub. Relatns: SteveCarnigliakK6VY 579-9608 | Hewlett Packard plant in Santa Rosa. {See
QSL Magr: Bill Splaine  NBGHG 431-8636 | map below.) All are welcome.
TVI/RFI: AlBloom  N1AL 538-7115 - Lo O of
Antennas: Joe Senft KM6TN 578-5824 Next Meeting: April 6, 1994 CHARLES J. TARR AND ASSOCIATES
John l‘(LMG(;-L S\fi\}i%lt\ll_r\i%zgs Eéﬁﬁ Program: Homebrew Contest WAGVAG
Awards: Steve Lun - : ,
VEC Exams: Dave New  AABYX 829-6608 CHARLES J. :lz'éz\wRR
NT1AL WX3K WWeD WBGFRZ ARE YOU NOT AN SCRA MEMBER? ‘%"‘"}‘ d
ABE6OL K6UXO AABUY KC7VS If so, then this is acomplimentary copy. . REPRESENTING INJURED RECPLE AND
KK6VY  KK6XT ~WABLLY | Qur club is involved with almost every area of THOSE accusES or crme
Education: Steve Carniglia KK6VY 579-9608 | ‘Amateur Radio: Repeaters (13/73), Field Day, & wie & 37RCEY + POUATH FLOOR £)1304 SOUTHROINT BLVE, SUNTE 230 YOU'LL BE GLAD TO KNDW YOUR TOWER NGW
N1AL WBBFRZ KCERHA KK8VY | license classes (Novice through Extra), O etn sensea ! T o v 237 m&‘;gg“ﬁggmﬁﬁim’gw
. WBBTMY K6XZ K6ZWB KC7VS | volunteer exams, RACES, DX programs, “HAPPY DRANG?™ ' .
Refreshmnts at meetings: Bob Olsten WDGDPE

Lynn Dickerson KD8TYL
Pat Reynolds KD6TYJ

Raffle at meetings:
Membership lottery:

packet radio, hidden xmtr hunts -- you name it.
We invite you to attend our next monthly
meeting (see below)or check into the Tuesday

SHORT SKIP

Application for Membership in SCRA

RACES RO: Jim PelmulderN6PTM 823-7947 | night SCARS net on the 146.13/73 repeater at Name Callsign . Lic. Class

ARRL Liaison: Alan Bloom  NTAL = 538-7115 | 7PM. You will hear the latest Amateur Radio -

Badge Chair: Fred Leoni ~ NBYEU 431-8202 | Newsline broadcasts, announcements of SCRA Addr. Phone Nr { } New Mbr

Packet BBS: John WX3K and Jim KC6PJW | activities and a Swap Shop. Membership in

Rgpeater Control OP’S; SCRA is open to anyone interested in Amateur ZIP Date ( ) Renewal
: o Radio. 'If you would like to join, there is a

WBBPER Jim 526-2972 NGPTM Jim 823-7947
WDBCKPHoppy 542-6750 N6VUC Merl 584-33898
KDBCJQ Kelly 837-9434

membership application on page 11. Hope we-
can have an "eyeball" QSO with you at the
next meeting! 73 ...

Dues: $12/year, $18/year family. New members also pay a $6/person initiation fee. Dues for
new members onfy are pro-rated $1 ($1.50 family) per month, starting at renewal time, March 1.

1 WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE IN:
SHORT SKIP ADVERTISING RATES: 8 <-——— HIGHWAY 101 =———o> N _
(Mendocino Ave exit) ( ) Public Service Events . Badge (New Members only)
Business cards: $10 { '} RACES or ARES Emergency services
s . 1/4 Col ' MENDOCINO AVE { ; Eielid day, oﬁhgrcoﬁiegtin%nevents Fill in this section exactly as you
11 First olumn , L elping wit ea Market want it 1o appear on your badge.
$3 Additional 1/4 Columns FOUNTAINGROVE PKiY—--> { } Acting as club Net Contro! Station PP Y J
{$32 Full Page, 1 side) EMPLOYEE ENTRANCE (closed) { ) Helping with Short Skip newsletter Callsign
: ' HEWLETT PACKARD { ) Taking a Novice class
Pre-printed inserts: $32/sheet SR (R _J ()} Teaching a Novice class First Name
BUILDING BARKING ()} Taking an upgrade class
Guaranteed circulation: 200/month 1 | { ) Teaching an upgrade class City
AD DEADLINE: 10th of previous month | | | | ccmee_ :
MAIN ENTRANCE { } Other

Page 2 Page 15




SUNNYVALE, CA 84036
510 Lawrence Expwy. #102
{408} 736-9496

(B00) 854-6046

OAKLAND, CA 94606
2210 Livingston St.
(510) 534-5757

{800) 854-6046

Phone Hours: 9:30 AM to 5:30 PM
Store Walk-In Hours:
10:00 AM 1o 5:30 PM Closed Sundays

ANAHEIM, CA 0280%
933 N. Euchid S1.
{714) 533-7373
{860) A64-504G
Hnet, WATWMES

Kear Disneylang

OAKLARD, CA 94608
2210 Livingston St
[510) 534-5757

1808) 854-6045

Rich, WASWYD, Mar.
1-B30 3t 230 Ave. rzmp

SAN DIEGD, CA 92123
5375 Kearny Villa Rd.
{619) 550-4800

{800) 854-6046

Toem, KMEK. Mer.

Hwy. 163 &
manmlﬁm

SUNHYVALE, CA 94086
510 Lawrence Expwy, #1102
(40B) 736-9436

{E00} B54-5046

Toar, KEGLUG, Mpr.

Lawieace Expwy.

Sa. trom Hery. 101

VAH KUYS, CA 91411
6265 Sepuiveda Blvd.
(B18) 988-2212
(820) B54-6046

PORTLAND, OR 97223
14705 S.W. Pacific Hwy,
(503} 598-0555 -
{806} 854-6045

Eal, KETRA, Mgt
Tigasd-39W exit
trem Hwy. 5 & 217

DENVER, CO 80231
8400 E. 141 Ave., #9
(303} 745-7373
{800} 444-9476
Jos, KDAGA, Mor.

PHOEHIX, AZ 85015
1702 W. Camelback Re.
{807y 242-3515

" (80D} 444-8476

fary, WBTSLY, Mgr.
Ex4l of Highway 17

ATLANTA, GA 30340
6071 Buford Highway
{404) 263-D700
(808} 444-T927"
Mark, KHYO, Mgr.
Doravide, 1 M.

aa. ol I-285

WOGDBRIOGE, VA 22191
Washingion D.C. area
14803 Build Amesica Dr.
{703) 643-1063

{80d) 4444739

. Culis, WBAICZL, Mgs.

NEW STORE!
KEW CASTLE, DE 19720
1508 N Dupont Hwy.
{302) 322-7092

(800} 644-8476

i, 3010, Mgr.
RT.A2 14 mi. So. 1255

Exit 54, 185, South g US 1

SALEM, NH 03079
Boston, MA area
224 N. Broadway
(603) 898-3750
(600) 444-8047
Cllutk l;!gquz Mgr.

Bob Ferrero WE&RJ, President/Owner

AZ, CA, CO, GA, VA residents add sales tax,
Prices, specifications, descriplions, subject

ta ehange withoul notice.

ALINCO

~ PJ-580T

2M/440 Dual Band

40 Mem Channels

D80, Dual Display '
CTCSS Enc/Dec Built-in
Cross Band Full Duplex

CALL FOR
SPECIAL
LOW PRICE

YvAESU

HANDHELDS

FT-530
2M/440mHz

2W standard, 5W opt,
82 Mems, Dual in<band Rx

DTMF paging + codad Sql. std.

Buill-In VOX & CTCSS
Auto tone search

Built-in ctock » Backlit keyboard

SPECIAL PRIEING!

'KENWOOD

HF Transceiver

6M

TS-505 - World's smalest HF transceiver
100W out, (S0W TS-60S, 50MHz anly)
SSB, CW, AM, PM,
12V Gen. Cov. RX, 6.4 tbs,, 7.16 x 2.4 x 0.32"
105 db dynamic rangs, 100 Mams.
Optionat external ant. tuners available (TS-505 only)

GALL FOR SPECIAL LOW PRICE!

ICOM

1C-D1A

20/440/1.2 Tri-Band
1C-W2A/IG-X2A
1C-W21AT, 2M/440
iG-21A, 2 meter
1G-24AT, Duo Band

IC-2SRA, 2M + Wide Rx

IC-2GXAT,2M
IC-T21A,2M

WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION

ALINCO ,

A 2M!440 FM Transceiver

45W/35W + Airband RX
Detachable/Remotable Head
Keyboard freq. entry from microphone!
CALL FOR SPECIAL PRICE

WyaAmsu

100W HF Gen Cov Transceiver
DDS, QSK = 500Hz CW Filter included
CALL FOR LOW PRICE

KENWOOD

HANDHELDS

TH-28A

2M/2.5W DTSS

240 Mem. E
w/optional mes. unit

UHF RX

TH-22AT
. Ultra Compact'
2M HT, 5W optional
40 memaries

Encode Built-

0 V * 5
- 1c-737 |

HF Transceiver - .-

12V 100W w/auto Ant. Tuner
Built-in Gen Cov. RX, 101 Mem.
DDS, GSK, Passband tuning

Priced So Low, We Can't Print It!
Call For Your Low Discounied Price!

SHORT SKIP

SONCMA COUNTY RADIO AMATEURS, INC.

APRIL 1994

No More Short Skip

This is your last issue of Short Skip if you

haven't renewed! Check your mailing label: If
it says “"dues are due," then our records show
you haven't paid yet. Please send your check
to SCRA, POB 116, Santa Rosa, CA 95402,
Dues-are $12, or $18 for family memberships.
If you prefer to pay at a meeting, please wait
until after the meeting is over so the Treasurer
can enjoy the break along with everyone else.

Also, if your address, callsign or license class
has changed, let us know so NTAL can update

the roster. The application on page 11 is |deal‘

for the purpose.

1984 West Coast
VHF/UHF Converence
April 29, 30 and May 1

Sheraton Cerritos Hotel, Town Center, 12725
Center Court Dr, Cerritos CA. Conference rate
$59 double occupancy, call (310) 809-1500.

Technical talks, vendor exhibits, noise figure
measurements, antenna measurements,
banquet, breakfast, awards, free parking.

No-Code Technician Class: by Loraine
McCarthy N6CIO, $12b, {714) 979-2633.

Registration $15, $25 banquet, $12 breakfast,
$10 proceedings. Checks payable to Southern
Calif Six Meter Club, POB 10441, Fullerton,
CA 92635. Info: (714) 920-9203. u

RENEW YQOUR ARRL MEMBERSHIP THRCUGH
THE CLUB AND THE CLUB GETS TO KEEP $2
{no expense to.you). Make out your check to
SCRA, and send it with your ARRL renewal
form to SCRA, PO Box 116, Santa Rosa, CA
95402 or give it to the Treasurer.

CONTEST

HOMEBREW

APRIL MEETING!

All club members are invited to bring in their
"pride and joy" projects for the annual SCRA
Homebrew Contest, which will take place at
our April meeting.

Here's your chance to see what your fellow
hams have built up in-their shacks and
workshops, and to show others what kind of
actlwtses interest you.

This is a good time to find other club members
with interests similar to yours. For this to
work, though, you need to bring in your
project.

You don't have to be building the next Space
Shuttle to participate! Antennas, computer
software, mechanical items, modi_fied or
improved gear, kits; in fact everything related
to amateur radio is encouraged.

Photographs, printer listings, and QSL cards
are all good to bring in, especially if your tower
project is too big to movel

Remember, a clever weekender project often
has more interest to other club members than
a very specialized long-term effort, and it has
just as good a chance in the contest.

So look around your station -- | bet there's
something right now up on the shelf that
would appeal to others. Bring it to the
meeting! "

Y = peclalties co. BN
Electronics F’rolo!ypmg Supplies « Computers « Lasers

George Shedore
Manager

KS56W

6819 REDWOOD DRIVE

P : .
GCOTATI, CA 94931 HONE: (707) 7922277

FAX: (707) 792-0148

Page 3
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MARCH 2, 1994

The meeting was called to order at 7:32 PM with Jim
Pelmulder NBPTM presiding. Other officers present were
Secretary Al Bloom N1AL and Member-at-Large Kelly Cureton
KDBCJQ. All the others had good excuses for being absent.

UPGRADES: Congrats to KEG6FSK for his new license,
and to KB6SOU and KDELTA for passing the Advanced.

The MINUTES were approved as published in Short Skip mls
K&6ZWEB/WDEDPE.

The TREASURER'S REPORT was given in absentia as

Treasurer Mike KN6JQ had to leave foar a family emergency.

The January/February report, listing expenses of $8381 and
income of $856 was approved. m/fs KDBWYF/KKBYZ

PUBLIC SERVICE: Kathy KCBUXJ reports that Marie KIBQY
has many upcoming events and needs more volunteers, A
sign-up sheet was passed around. -

EDUCATION Chairman Steve KKBVY counted about 400 calls
t0 the SCRA Information Hotline last month. The Hotline lists
classes, exams and RACES/ARES info and aliows messages to
and from the SCRA Public Information Officer {Steve). If you
know of any Amateur Radio news that should be reported to
the media, give Steve a call. The hotline number is 579-9608.

Rick K6ZWB's antenna class wrapped up last night. There
were 9 students total, We are running out of classroom space
at the Spinal Cord Injury Network building -- 9 people were
kind of cramped. -If you have any ideas for classrooms, give
Rick K6ZWB a call.

Marc KFBLN is giving a no-code Tech class starting next
Monday. WDSDPE will be starting a 13 wpm code class on
Wednesday nights (except club meeting nights). Bob would
like some help -- John WBGFRZ volunteered.

NET CONTROL STATION for March will be Lou NEYMQ, with
Kathy KC6UXJ alternate for the last week.

The CLUB CAMPOUT is May 21/22 at Sugariaaf park, off
Hwy 12 near Kenwood. We'll have a potluck dinner Saturday
night and a Sunday brunch for those who camp out overnight.
Please ASVP Kathy KC68UXJ or Jim WBGPER for the dinner.

HANK'S SWAP SHOP has a new coordinater. Thanks to Dave
KDBKWM for his outstanding job and thanks to Jim KDBWIS
for offering to take over this big job.

A NOVICE/TECH CLASS by Jim Walden WBESJ meets Fridays
at the North Bay S&L in Healdsburg, according to Fred
NEYEU. If interested call Jim at 431-1953. REDX s looking
for Novices and Technicians for their Field Day operation.

PROGRAM: Darlene KDEGCK, a professional in the field of
earthquake preparedness, was kind enough to give a very
informative talk on the subject.

The LOTTERY:, administered by Jim KC6PJW, would have
been won by Bob WABHYE, had he been present.

The meeting adjourned at 9:54 PM. m/s WETLK/KDECJQ

Respectfully submitted by Al Bloom N1AL, Secretary. "

Board Meeting Minutes
March 9, 1994

The meeting was galled to order by Secretary Al Bloom N1AL
at 5:53pm in the meeting room at the Northbay Savings Bank.
Other officers present were Treasurer Mike Michlig KN6JQ,
Activities Chairman Mike Knope KD6LYU, Repeater Chairman
Jim Rutherford WBBPER and Member-at-Large Kelley Cureton
KDBCJQ. Also present were SCRA-members Jim Pelmulder
N6PTM, Joe Senft KMBTN, Jim Hudson KDEWIS, Fred Leoni
NGYEU and Rick Reiner KEZWB, )

FIELD DAY is June 25/26. Mike KDBLYU has talked with
John WX3K about using the Coast Guard site again. Building
500 is still available, as is the new ham shack [near the
entrance gate) and the lake area. The lake seems to be the
best choice: it has picnic tables/chairs and hot showars. The
normal $125 fee can probably be waived. Mike will ask
permission from the CG: .

REPEATER: The batteries have been installed and successfully
(although unintentionally!) run for 6 days of normal use. The

-ynit will be re-wired to run off AC and to give a vdice warning

message when PG&E goes off the air,

TREASURER Mike KN6JQO thanked N6PTM for filling in at the
last meeting. A copy of the Quicken spreadshest pragram has
been purchased so Mike can computeriZe the records.

BADGES have been mailed out by Fred N6YEU to eliminate a
backlog that stretches back for several years. Cost of mailing
materials and postage was about 50 cents each,

The new SWAP SHOP editar, Jim KDEWIS discussed the
listing policy as printed in last month's minutes.

ANTENNA COMMITTEE Chairman Joe KM6TN has met with
ARRL Volunteer Counsel Ken McTaggart N6KM to work on an
antenna ordinance to submit to the Santa Rosa City Council.
They will try to inctude twao pringiples in the new law: that
Amateur antennas be automatically allowed when maunted on
existing structures and that antenna installations be reviewed
by the Building Dept., rather than the Design Review Board.

CORRESPONDENCE reported by Al N1AL included letters to
the ARRL Incoming QSL Bureau to change the address to the
club PO box, ARRL annual ¢lub report form, and responses to
letters requesting info on the club. Al reports that the HP
meeting room is not available for the June meeting.

Al also gave WBBPER a photocopy of the WBSPVS license to
post at the repeater site. - :

The meeting was adjourned at 6:38pm. m/s K6ZWB/N1AL =

ot —
S=55

ELE ONIC  DISTRISUTORE

i

345 West College Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95401 (707) 527-8000

STEVE BASHAM
Managar

Save the following two sheets to update your
membership packet. --------ommeem e >

Page 4

HSC ELECTRONIC SUPPLY

GOODIES FOR THE RADIO AMATEUR:

RAMSEY KITS:

w 2 Meter Synthesized
FM Transceiver

= 2 Meter 30 Watt Amplifier

" All-mode HF receivers

w Etc...

ARRL BOOKS:
ARRL Handbook
license Manuals_

Antenna Books
% Etc...

POPULAR BRANDS:
x MFJ
® Ameco

Larsen

Antenna Specialists

Sangean
® Etc...

NECESSITIES:

m Code keys.

® Wire Antennas

w Surplus Electronics
®* Tools, parts, Etc...

YOUR IBM CLONE HEADQUARTERS
FROM PC-AT's TO STATE-OF-THE-ART 80486 SYSTEMS,

= Complete systems

» Cases, Supplies, Motherboards
» Hard/Floppy Discs, Monitors

= [/O Cards, Memory Chips

» Software, Etc...

IR < peclalties co. B

Electronics « Prototyping Supplies = Computers « Lasers

George Shedore
Manager

K36W

8819 REDWOOD DRIVE

PHONE: i2-
COTATL, CA 94931 g (7O07) 7922277

FAX: (T07) 792-0146
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SCRAPS:
SCRA Public
Service

By Marie Mappus KI6QY

- The 1994 Seasoh

The season for the Public Service Events is
drawing closer each day. So far, we have 52
persons signed up to help with these events.
However we need more. April is going to be a
busy month. We have been asking for help
with the Super Cities Walk and have received

-pffers of assistance for this event. Thanks to

all the people who volunteered.

Coming up on Saturday April 30 we have two
events, the Wine Country Cycling Classic and
the Wine Country Century Bike Tour in Santa
Rosa. Sunday May 1 there is the Tour de Cure
which is held in Napa. The Wine Country
Century and the Tour de Cure are large events
and many amateurs are needed to cover rest
stops, ride in sag wagons and act as shadows
to the event officials.

We cannot ask those who have already signed

up to do double duty for these activities —

we need more people to become involved,
Contact me if you are interested in either of
the events in Santa Rosa and | will give your
names to the coordinator of the event. If you
are interested in the Tour de Cure contact Eran

Glago KDBKVO at 996-8933. n

Jim Pelmuider
NEPTM -

(707 823-7947

NOB HILL ELECTRONICS REPAIR

Amateur - Commerclal - Scanners
TV -VCR's - Audio

- Sta. Lic. No. 2801 Gravenstein Hwy. No,
28181 Sabastopol, CA 95472

COMING
EVENTS:

SCARS NET: 146.73 MHz
Tuesdays at 7 PM.

NEWHAM HOTLINE:
1-800-326-3942

SCRA INFO HOTLINE:
(707) 579-9608

VE EXAMS HOTLINES:

(408) 984-8353/255-9000

APRIL:
3 - Livermore Flea Mart 510-447-3857
- 4 - RACES etc. Net 7:30 PM
6 - SCRA mesting 7/7:30 PM
9- Foothill College Flea Market .
10 - Super Cities Walk (rhultiple Sclerosis)
15-17 - Int'l DX Conv., Visalia 818-784-2590
16 - Deadline for May Short Skip
18 - RACES etc. Net 7:30 PM.
18 --ARRL 144 MHz Spring Sprint
21 - CDF/VIP Meeting 7:30 PM
23 - ARES/RACES emergency drill
26 - ARRL 222 MHz Spring Sprint
30 - Wine Country Century bike ride
30 - Wine Country Cycling Classic
30 - VOMARC Hamfest, Sonoma
Apr 29 - May 1 - Dayton Hamvention
Apr 29 - May 1 - West Coast VHF Conference
Bob Hastings K6HPE 714-890-9203

MAY:
1- Tour de Cure, Napa
7-8 - Fresno Hamfest 209-222-3105
14 - Deadline for June Short Skip
21/22 - SCRA club campout, Sugarloaf Park

JUNE:
4-5 - ARRL VHF QSQ Party
10-12 -ARRL Nat. Convention, Arlington TX
19- Terrible Two Bike Tour, KK6GP.
25-26 - Field Day

JULY:
9-10 - IARU HF World Championship

AUGUST:
20 - SCRAPS picnic

SEPTEMBER:
10-12 - ARRL September VHF QSO Party
17 - SCRA Flea Mart, Seb. Holy Ghost Hall

Page 12
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Repeater Operating

If you are new to the
146.73 repeater, welcome!
'73 has excellent coverage
throughout the North Bay
and is not overcrowded,
especially outside rush hours.

Nobody is born knowing how to operate — it's
an acquired skill. [f your operating experience
is mainly on HF or in another radio service, you
will also have some operating procedures to
unlearn! As a licensed Amateur, you have
studied the FCC regulations in order to pass
your test. However a good operator does
more than the minimum necessary to be legal.

For example, the FCC only requires station
identification once every 10 minutes and at
the end of the communication. But it is good
practice to ID at the beginning of a contact as
well. Saying "Hey Bill, are you by?" and then
talking without ID for 10 minutes may be
legal, but it is considered poor practice.

1t's also legal for unficensed third parties {your
kids, say) to talk over the radio, so long as you
are there acting as control operator. But it's
not a good idea for them to do the station ID,
since listeners who know your voice and call
might think something is amiss. Grab the mic
every 10 minutes and do it yourself.

Different areas of the U.S. have different
operating practices. Even within the Bay Area,
each repeater has its own personality. To find
out what procedures are common and
accepted on a particuiar machine, there is no
substitute for listening. f you are a repeater
neophyte, spend a few days listening before
vou get on the air. That way, you'll sound like
an old hand instead of a newcomer.

On HF, you call €Q to initiate a conversation.
On repeaters, this is gauche. Simply give your
callsign and some indication you would like to
talk. Like: "Anybody around this morning?
This is NTAL," or: "This is NTAL monitoring."

ft's bad form to break into a contact uniess
you have something to add. Interrupting is no
more polite on the air than it is in person.
Note that the term "break™ is reserved in many
areas for emergencies. To join an ongoing
QS0, just quickly state your callsign when one
of the other stations stops transmitting.

If you want to call someone on an occupied
frequency, first drop in your call as described
above. When acknowledged, ask if you can
make a quick call.  Call your party and ask him
to move to another frequency for your QS0O.
Don't forget to thank the other users for allow-
ing the interruption.’

Keep transmissions short and thoughtful. Your
monologue may prevent an emergency call
from getting through. The repeater has a 2-

minute timeout timer. If you talk for longer

than that, the repeater will "time out" {go off
the air} until you let go of the mic button. It
can be quite embarrassing!

Pause briefly before each transmission to give
others a chance to break in. Wait for the
repeater's courtesy tone (beep) before you key
up. This is necessary anyway to reset the
timeout timer.

If you plan to have a long conversation with
someone close by, consider using a simplex
frequency. There is no need to tie up the
repeater to talk across town.

The WB6PVS repeater was purchased by the
county mainly for emergency communications.
Afways relinquish the frequency immediately if
there is an emergency call, even if you're not
sure it is valid. Also, repeaters are intended
primarily to facilitate mobile operation. During
the commuter rush hours, base stations should
relinquish the repeater to mobile stations.

"Kerchunking™ is keying the repeater without
ID. Besides being illegal, it is bad practice. If
you want to see if your radio is working, you
can ID like this: "This is N1AL testing."

Our repeater has not had a big problem with
Jammers, but it does happen occasionally. If
you hear intentional interference, unidentified
transmissions or obscenity, simply ignore it.
Do not threaten the ]ammer or try to engage
him in conversation. Exhibitionists crave
attention. If ignored, they usually go away.

The autopatch is available for calls within
Sonoma County. Do not use it to avoid toll
charges or where regular telephone service is
available. It is best not to use the autopatch
to call businesses. Even if the call is not
business-related, it can give that appearance.
Also, if you get put on "hold," background
music may go out over the air.
{continued page 11)

Page 5







